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Author Biographies for MyJTC Curriculum

The following individuals were instrumental in developing the Mapping Your Journey To College (MyJTC)
curriculum for the CAPP program to be used for the College Going Culture Grant recipients. This
intersegmental group of professionals brings a wealth of information and expertise to the development
of a curriculum that can be used to help rising 9" graders and their parents successfully begin the
journey to college and career readiness. Please feel free to contact them with any requests for further
information.

Zee Cline, Ph.D., Director, California Academic Partnership Program, CSU Chancellor’s Office

Dr. Zulmara Cline is currently the Director of the California Academic Partnership Program
(CAPP) at the California State University Chancellor's Office. Dr. Cline earned her doctorate in
Education, Policy, and Leadership at UCSB. Before coming to the Chancellor's Office, she was a
professor of Literacy at the College of Education at Cal State San Marcos. In that position, she
was responsible for teaching literacy, multicultural and leadership classes. Dr. Cline focuses her
work on equity, access, and college readiness for underrepresented youth.

Contact Information:
Phone: (562) 951-4778
Email: zcline@calstate.edu

Trish Hatch, Ph.D., Professor in the School Counseling Program at San Diego State University (SDSU).

Dr. Hatch is Executive Director and founder of the Center for Excellence in School Counseling and
Leadership (CESCaL) and the President and CEO of Hatching Results’, which provides professional
development and consultation services to school districts throughout the country. She serves as
a national consultant to The White House and the US Department of Education and co-lead the
“invitation only” White House Convening on School Counseling at San Diego State University in
2014,

Dr. Hatch’s bestselling textbooks: The Use of Data in School Counseling (Hatch, 2014), the ASCA
National Model: A Framework for School Counseling Programs (ASCA, 2003; 2005) and Evidence-
Based Practice in School Counseling: Making a Difference with Data-Driven Practices (Dimmit,
Carey & Hatch, 2007), and, most recently, Hatching Results for Elementary School Counseling:
Implementing Core Curriculum and Other Tier 1 Activities (Hatch, Duarte, & De Gregorio, 2018),
are used throughout the world in professional development and the preparation of school
counselors.

Contact Information:
www.hatchingresults.com
Email: thatch@mail.sdsu.edu
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Addie Honeycutt, Graduate Student, School Counseling, San Diego State University

Addie Honeycutt is a graduate student in San Diego State University's Masters of School
Counseling program, with an expected graduation date of May 2018. She currently works as a
substitute high school counselor for The Preuss School UCSD, as well as a school counseling
intern at San Ysidro High in the Sweetwater Union High School District. After graduation, she
hopes to obtain full-time work as a school counselor for a middle or high school. Addie
graduated from Carleton College with a degree in Psychology and Spanish.

Contact Information:
addie.honeycutt@gmail.com

Homero M. Magaiia, M.A./M.S., Professional Bilingual School Counselor-Moorpark Unified School
District, CAIC Consultant, Part-Time Adjunct Faculty-University of La Verne, Motivational Speaker.

Homero was born in El Rincén De Don Pedro, Michoacan, Mexico, immigrated to the U.S. when
he was twelve with his family of seven. Homero graduated from UC Berkeley, San Diego State
University and CSU Northridge with degrees in Psychology, School Counseling and Educational
Administration. He also studied abroad with UCLA in Spain and Morocco. In 2014, he shared his
student success stories at a White House Reach Higher Initiative Conversation on School
Counseling, followed by a request to introduce the First Lady, Michelle Obama at the White
House College Opportunity Summit (2014).

Contact Information:
hmagana@mrpk.org

Julie Mendoza, Ph.D., Project Director, Intersegmental Coordinating Committee (ICC), Director of
Research and Evaluation (ARCHES)

Dr. Julie Mendoza works for the Intersegmental Coordinating Committee (ICC), the
administrative arm of the California Education Round Table, and serves as Director of Research
and Evaluation for the Alliance for Regional Collaboration to Heighten Educational Success
(ARCHES), a group dedicated to closing the achievement gap and increasing college-success
rates. She also serves as the Project Director for the ICC's College Access Informational
Continuum (CAIC) initiative, which helps families support their children to graduate college- and
career-ready. Dr. Mendoza earned a Bachelor's Degree in Communication Studies and Master's
Degree in Urban Planning from UCLA, and Master's and Doctorate in Administration, Planning,
and Social Policy from Harvard Graduate School of Education.

Contact information:
Phone: (888) 324-7985
Email: drjulieamendoza@yahoo.com
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Alberta Miranda, M.A., Lecturer, Cal Poly Pomona

Alberta M. Miranda is a professor in the English and Foreign Language department at Cal Poly
Pomona. Ms. Miranda, earned her MA at Cal Poly, where she specialized in compositional
theory and Early Modern British literature. Her recent publications include articles in Women in
American History: A Social, Political, and Cultural Encyclopedia and Document Collection. Ms.
Miranda’s pedagogical interests include strengthening student engagement though the use of
rhetorical reading and writing strategies. Currently, she is focused on developing techniques
that prompt metacognition through self-reflective practices.

Contact Information:
ammiranda@cpp.edu

Kimberly Samaniego, Ed.D., CSU/UC Director of Mathematics Diagnostic Testing Project (MDTP);
Director of Mathematics Testing and Placement, UCSD

Dr. Kim Samaniego is focused on systems that provide access to high-levels of mathematics for
students from all backgrounds. She earned her Ed. D. in Teaching and Learning from UCSD with
an emphasis on teacher learning, educational reforms, and equitable teaching practices in math
classrooms. Dr. Samaniego’s 20 years of experience as a secondary math teacher and
department chair, instructor of preservice secondary mathematics teachers, and teacher-trainer
provide insight and strength to her role in MDTP of supporting secondary mathematics
education and educators throughout the state.

Contact Information:
Phone: (858) 534-6450
Email: ksamaniego@ucsd.edu

Lezya Weglarz, Grad student in the School Counseling program at San Diego State University and a
Graduate Research Assistant for the Center for Excellence in School Counseling and Leadership (CESCal).

Lezya Weglarz is the Southern California Emerging Leader for the California Association of
School Counselors. Lezya received her Bachelor’s degree from UCLA. Prior to starting graduate
school, Lezya helped families access resources for their children with disabilities in her role as
the clinic coordinator and parent liaison for a speech therapy clinic in San Diego County. Today,
she continues to serve these families on the Community Advisory Committee of the North
Coastal Consortium for Special Education as a parent representative for San Marcos Unified
School District. Lezya’s passion to empower all students, families, and professionals as a future
school counselor has been enhanced by her personal experiences as a first-generation college
student, dedicated advocate of special education, and as a mother.

Contact information:
lezyaw@gmail.com
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CAPP College Going Culture (CGC) Summer Program:
Mapping Your Journey to College (MylJTC)

Mapping Your Journey to College: It’s ALL About You is a curriculum developed by the California
Academic Partnership Program (CAPP) in collaboration with the Intersegmental Coordinating Council
(ICC), the Math Diagnostic Testing Project (MDTP), and the Expository Reading and Writing Course
(ERWC) to help rising 9" graders realize the importance of preparing for college and understanding
college eligibility when they first enter high school. In the various programs that CAPP has sponsored,
especially in the College Going Culture Initiative, students have overwhelmingly stated that they wished
they had realized the importance of 9*" grade, when they were in 9t grade. Older students have also
shared how they did not know 9™ grade counted for college admissions and now they are playing catch

up.

In this curriculum, we pull from intersegmental resources that are readily and easily available and some
of our own created materials to bring you a curriculum that will help students understand the college
going process, become better readers and writers, recognize their strengths and challenges in math,
learn how to work collaboratively in groups, and develop strategies for tracking their progress toward
their goals.

The Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC) program calls for 40 hours of instruction before attending
a three day summer residential program at a major university. The summer instructional curriculum is
divided into 10 sessions of approximately 4 hours each. The residential program is 2 full days and 2 half
days. A parent curriculum is also included that complements what the students are learning.

Included in this packet are

1. Ice Breakers designed to help the students get to know each other and build community.

2. Closure Activities that can be used to end each session. Each Closure Activity can be repeated a
number of times depending on teacher preference.

3. An ERWC literacy unit based on The Alchemist that has been divided into 10 units with a focus
and emphasis on determination, not giving up, and grit.

4. A math unit which utilizes the MDTP helping students to understand their strengths and
challenges in math.

5. Acollege aspirations curriculum to help students understand their values, likes, and passions as
they pursue careers that are aligned with who they are and what they want to achieve in life.

6. A parent component that closely complements and aligns to the student components.

As we developed this curriculum we were mindful that it had to be engaging and interactive and offer
some teacher choice. Please feel free to modify and pick and choose what works for you and your
students. We do expect that all students will have read The Alchemist, completed the MDTP assessment
and the subsequent reflections, and completed the 2 online surveys and subsequent worksheets.
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CAPP CGC Summer Program,

Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)

Schedule at a Glance (40 Hours Students)

8:00to0 12:00
Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5
8:00-8:15 Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker
8:15-9:15 The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist
9:15-9:30 Break Break Break Break Break
9:30-10:30 Math Activity 1 Math Activity 2 MDTP MDTP Math Activity 3
Administration Reflections
10:30-10:45 Break Break Break Break Break
10:45-11:45 College and Interest Profiler | Do What You Are College and College and
Career Planning Survey Career Planning Career Planning
11:45-12:00 Closure Closure Closure Closure Closure
8:00-12:00
Session 6 Session 7 Session 8 Session 9 Session 10
8:00-8:15 Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker
8:15-9:15 The Alchemist | The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist
9:15-9:30 Break Break Break Break Break
9:30-10:30 Math Activity 4 Math Activity 5 Math Activity 6 Math Activity 7 Math Activity 8
10:30-10:45 Break Break Break Break Break
10:45-11:45 College and College and College and College and College and
Career Planning | Career Planning Career Planning Career Planning Career Planning
11:45-12:00 Closure Closure Closure Closure Closure
MyJTC Parent Schedule
(Parents & Students)
9:00to 12:00
Parent Session 1 Parent Session 2 Parent Session 3
9:00-9:15 Introductions Introductions Introductions
9:15-10:15 Parental Education Parental Education Parent Education
10:15-10:30 Break Break Break
10:30-11:30 Parental Involvement Parental Involvement Family Reunification
11:30-12:00 Closure Closure Lunch/Campus Tour

* Activities that must be completed are highlighted in yellow.
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Residential CAPP CGC Summer Program,
Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Tentative Residential Schedule @UCLA

Schedule at a Glance

e/

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4
Wednesday, July
6:30 Wake Up Wake Up Wake Up
7:30-8:45 Meet at school Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast
and board buses
9:00-10:00 MDTP Math The Alchemist Reflective
Arrive @ UCLA & Follow Up Follow Up Activity w/ RM &
Check-in/Meet Teachers
10:-10:30 and Greet Break Break Break
10:30-11:00 Activity/ MDTP Math The Alchemist Parent Activity/
Follow Up in Small | Follow Up in Small Parent Student
Welcome to UCLA Groups Groups Reunification
11:00
12:00-1:30 Lunch Lunch Lunch Family Lunch
1:30-2:45 Welcome: Community UCLA Speaker Campus Tours
Dr. Cline Building Activities Reflective Time/
Opening Activity: | e Basketball Free Time/
Dr. Cooper e Football
e Soccer
2:45-3:15 Break e Swimming Break Board Buses
3:15-5:00 Group Picture- (limited with Prep for Evening/
Royce Hall sign ups???)
College Poster e Dance (Flash
Activity Mob Routine??)
5:00-6:30 Dinner Dinner Dinner /
Dress for Networking
6:30-8:30 Scavenger Hunt Movie: The Black Networking
Panther with Activity
Reflective Activity
8:30-9:00 Debrief/Getting Debrief/Getting Debrief/Getting
Ready for Bed Ready for Bed Ready for Bed
10:00 Lights Out Lights Out Lights Out
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CAPP CGC Summer Program
Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)

Enhanced Schedule

e/

8:00 to 12:00
Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5
Mapping Creating Your Discovering Exploring Your | Shaping Your
Your Journey Roadmap Your Path Journey Path
8:00-8:15 Ice Breaker: Ice Breaker: Ice Breaker: Ice Breaker: Ice Breaker:
Interviews 4 Corners Progressive BINGO Auto Bio Poem
Writing
8:15-9:15 The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist
Projecting and Reading and Trusting Your | The Importance | Taking Risks &
Surveying Predictions Dreams of a Positive Trying
Attitude Something New
9:15-9:30 Break Break Break Break Break
9:30-10:30 Math Activity Math Activity Math Activity Math Activity Math Activity
The Math Mapping Our MDTP MDTP Analysis Mapping
Class Giant Classroom Diagnosing Your | & Reflections Santiago’s
Strengths & Journey
Challenges
10:30-10:45 Break Break Break Break Break
10:45- College and College and College and College and College and
11:45 Career Planning Career Planning Career Planning Career Planning Career Planning
Pursuing Creating an Where | Have Taking the First Creatinga 4
Happiness Array of Been, Where | Step Year Plan
Options Am Going
11:45-12:00 Closure Closure Closure Closure Closure

* Highlighted boxes must be completed before attending the UCLA program.

8 | ©CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)




CAPP CGC Summer Program

e/

Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)

Enhanced Schedule

8:00-12:00
Session 6 Session 7 Session 8 Session 9 Session 10
Developing Realizing Achieving Inspiring Aspiring to
Your Your Journey | Your Journey Your Achieve
Roadmap Adventure
8:00-8:15 Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker Ice Breaker
Party Time 6 Word Stories Contrasts Snowstorm | Am Poem
8:15-9:15 The Alchemist | The Alchemist The Alchemist The Alchemist | The Alchemist
The Language | Don’t Let it Go Believing in Coming Full My Personal
of the World Yourself Circle Legend
9:15-9:30 Break Break Break Break Break
9:30-10:30 Math Activity Math Activity Math Activity Math Activity Math Activity
Pyramid Pyramid Math: | Egyptian Math: Egyptian Wrapping Up
Math: Scaled Building a Quantifying Math:
3D Model Scaled Model Santiago’s Quantifying
Journey Pyramids
10:30-10:45 Break Break Break Break Break
10:45-11:45 College and College and College and College and College and
Career Planning | Career Planning Career Planning Career Planning Career Planning
Aspiring and Aligning THINK>XKNOW | It’s ALL About | The ULTIMATE
Achieving Personal and *ACT*GO the Journey Goal: Dream
Professional Realized
Goals
11:45-12:00 Closure Closure Closure Closure Closure

* Highlighted boxes must be completed before attending the UCLA program.

9 | ©CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)




Session 1: Mapping Your Journey to College
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker
e |Interviews
The Alchemist
e Projecting and Surveying
Break
Math Activity
e The Math Class Giant
Break
College and Career Planning
e Pursuing Happiness

Closure

The goal of education is not to
increase the amount of Rnowledge
but to create the possibilities for a
child to invent and discover, to create

men who are capable of doing new

things.

Jean Piaget
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Session 2: Creating Your Roadmap
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker
e Four Corners - The Alchemist
The Alchemist
e Reading the First Page/Making Predictions
Break
Math Activity
e Mapping Our Classroom
Break
College and Career Planning
e Creating an Array of Options

Closure

Learning is not attained by
chance, it must be sought
for with ardor and

diligence.
Abigail Adams
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Session 3: Discovering Your Path
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda

Ice Breaker

e Progressive Writing — The Alchemist
The Alchemist

e Trusting Your Dreams
Break
Math Activity

e MDTP: Diagnosing Your Strengths and Challenges
Break
College and Career Planning

e Where Have | Been, Where am | Going

Closure

Education is the most
powerful weapon which
you can use to change the

world.
Nelson Mandela
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Session 4: Exploring Your Journey
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker:
e BINGO
The Alchemist
e The Importance of a Positive Attitude
Break
Math Activity
e MDTP Analysis & Reflections
Break
College and Career Planning
e Taking the First Step

Closure

In some parts of the world, students
are going to school every day. It's
their normal [ife. But in other parts
of the world, we are starving for

education... it's [ike a precious gift.
It's like a diamond.

Malala Yousafzai
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Session 5: Shaping Your Path
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker
e Auto Bio Poem
The Alchemist
e Taking Risks & Trying Something New
Break
Math Activity
e Mapping Santiago’s Journey
Break
College and Career Planning
e Creating a4 Year Plan

Closure

Education is the passport to
the future, for tomorrow
belongs to those who prepare
for it today.

Malcolm X
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Session 6: Developing Your Roadmap
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker:
e College Party Time
The Alchemist
e The Language of the World
Break
Math Activity
e Pyramid Math: Scaled 3D Model
Break
College and Career Planning
e Aspiring and Achieving

Closure

Optimism is the faith that
leads to achievement.
Nothing can be done without
hope and confidence.

Helen Keller
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Session 7: Realizing Your Journey
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker:
e Six Word Memoirs — (The Alchemist Session 6)
The Alchemist
e Don'tLetitGo
Break
Math Activity
e Pyramid Math: Building a Scaled Model
Break
College and Career Planning
e Aligning Personal and Professional Goals

Closure

The direction in which
education starts a man
will determine his future

in life.
Plato
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Session 8: Achieving Your Journey

CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)

Agenda

Ice Breaker:

e Contrasts
The Alchemist

e Believing in Yourself
Break
Math Activity

e Pyramid Egyptian Math: Quantifying Santiago’s Journey
Break
College and Career Planning

o THINK3KNOWkACT3*GO

Closure

It is our choices that
show what we truly are,
far more than our

abilities.

JK Rowling

17 | ©CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)



Session 9: Inspiring Your Adventure
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker:
e Snowstorm
The Alchemist
e Coming Full Circle
Break
Math Activity
e Egyptian Math: Quantifying Pyramids
Break
College and Career Planning
e |t’s ALL About the Journey

Closure

Our higher education system is one of
the things that makes America

exceptional. There's no place else that
has the assets we do when it comes to
higher education. People from all over

the world aspire to come here and

study here. And that is a good thy
Barack Obama
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Session 10: Aspiring to Achieve
CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)
Agenda
Ice Breaker
e | Am Poem
The Alchemist
e My Personal Legend
Break
Math Activity
e Wrapping Up
Break
College and Career Planning
e The ULTIMATE Goal: Dream Realized

Closure

I'm not going to school just

for the academics - I wanted
to share ideas, to be around
people who are passionate
about learning.

Emma Watson
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Icebreakers & Closure Activities

CAPP CGC Summer Program,
Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)

The Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC) curriculum contains interactive and engaging
icebreakers and closure activities which are designed to help the students to get to know
themselves and their classmates and to reinforce the learnings in the days to follow. They are
fun, quick, and easy to do activities for starting or ending each session. These activities will help
students find their voice, reinforce what is involved with going to college, and help them better
understand and retain what they are learning.

In the packet are suggested activities for each day and at the end there are a few extra activities
that can be substituted for the ones that are proposed. In the closure activities packet, there
are examples for at least 10 days, with some of the activities being repeated with different
topics. Additionally, each agenda page includes a quote that can be used as a bell activity when
students first arrive in class. They can be asked to copy the quote and write a sentence or two
about it while they are waiting for class to officially start.

Feel free to add your own, mix it up, and use the ones that you feel will help your students with
the stated goals of the program:

To increase the number of students who:

1. Successfully transition from the 9th grade to 10th grade with a “C” average or better,

2. Have completed at least 3 A-G courses by the end of 9™ grade, and

3. Are knowledgeable about post-secondary opportunities available to them upon
graduation from high school.

In the MyJTC program, it is our intention that students have an opportunity to understand
themselves, get to know their classmates, and comprehend the college going process as they
get ready to successfully complete the 9t grade.
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Icebreakers

CAPP CGC Summer Program,
Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)

These icebreakers provide a fun and easy way to start each morning of MyJTC. Feel free to use
them as they fit your needs. If they are essential for lessons later in the day, they have been
marked. For example, Four Corners-The Alchemist, let’s you know this is an activity that should
not be skipped.

Icebreakers
Session 1: Interviews and Introductions
Session 2: Four Corners — The Alchemist
Session 3: Progressive Writing — The Alchemist
Session 4: BINGO
Session 5: Auto Bio Poem
Session 6: College Party Time
Session 7: Six Word Stories — (The Alchemist Session 6)
Session 8: Contrasts
Session 9: Snowstorm
Session 10: | AM Poem

Closure Activities

Activity 1: Line Up
Activity 2: Take a Stand
Activity 3: Matched Pairs
Activity 4: Give One-Get One

Activity 5: Ticket Out the Door
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Session 1: Interviews & Introductions

Students will interview and be interviewed by a peer they do not know and then introduce their
partner to the group. Have students partner up with someone they do not know and conduct
the 5 question interview. Students should be instructed to take notes, since they will be
introducing their partner to the larger group. Each student should be given 2.5 minutes for the
interviews. After 2.5 minutes, the teacher calls “SWITCH” and the students switch roles of
interviewer and interviewee. After the 5 minutes for interviews, have the students introduce
their partner to the larger group. If the group is too large, have them introduce each other in
groups of 6 to 8.

Questions:
1. Name:
2. School:
3. Favorite Subject in School:
4. Where do you want to go to college?
5. What do you hope to study while there?
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Session 2: Four Corners

The four corners of the classroom are labeled as

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree, and
Strongly Disagree

After prompting students with a controversial statement about a recent concept, students
stand in the corner that best represents their judgment and discuss with their peers at the
same corner why they chose that corner. From their corners, the students can debate with each
other. Teachers can change, modify, and add to the statements to fit the needs of their
classrooms.

Alchemist Statements

©ONOUHWN R

10

11.
12.

Earning a college degree is important to me.

| won’t be happy unless | achieve my dreams.

In general, the world is a scary place.

| have a plan for my life.

If | focus and work hard, | can learn to be good at almost anything.
| try hard to stay positive when things get tough.

Whether my life turns out good or bad depends on fate, not my choices.
In general, the world is a good place.

My friends encourage me to achieve my dreams.

| like going to unfamiliar places and meeting new people.

I’'ve always felt that | was meant to do something great.

Failing is the worst thing that can happen.

Controversial Statements

1.

©ooNOUAEWN

[EEN
o

Everyone should go to college

College should be FREE, like K-12 is FREE

All students should be made to complete the A-G requirements

Grades should reflect growth in a classroom and not mastery of content
Teachers should not be allowed to give homework,

Students should have more choices in what they are going to study
Students need more opportunities to prepare for careers in high school
All classes should be college preparatory classes

There should be no remedial courses at the university

. Students should have to serve in the military or the peace corps before receiving

financial aid for college
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Session 3: Progressive Writing: The Alchemist

Students will work together to write a progressive paragraph where each student contributes a
sentence or two.

Please have each student in your group choose a different prompt for your paragraph. When |
give the signal, each of you will write for 2 minutes on your prompt. At the end of two minutes,
each writer passes his or her paper to the writer on the left. We will continue until every
student has written on every paper and the original writer has his or her own paper back. Once
you get your own paper back, read your paragraph and make any changes or corrections you
would like to make. Now share your paragraph with your group and choose one to share with
the class.

(Extension: ask each group to choose one to share with the larger group.)

Exploring Dreams

In the Alchemist, several of the characters dream of a life different from the one they are living.
Some feel driven to make their dreams a reality while others are content simply to dream. Start
a paragraph on the concept of dreams, and on what your dreams mean to you. What are your
dreams for your life? How have your dreams changed as you have changed?

Exploring Destiny

Destiny refers to the idea that a person’s life has a greater purpose or end to fulfill. When
people speak of a person having fulfilled his or her destiny, they may use phrases like, “It was
always meant to be.” Start a paragraph on the idea of destiny. Consider the following
guestions: do you believe you have a destiny? Imagine that you live in a universe where every
person has a destiny to fulfill. How could people who live in that universe make sure they reach
their destiny? How much would their personal choices matter?

Exploring Taking Risks

Several times, the protagonist of the Alchemist must choose between taking a risk or playing it
safe. Start a paragraph on the significance of taking risks. You might think back to a time when
you took a risk. What made the choice risky?

Exploring Omens

An omen is an object or event that you interpret as a sign of something to come. The
protagonist in the Alchemist treats omens very seriously, often basing his decisions on the
omens he perceives. Do you ever look for “signs” or omens? Has an omen ever influenced a
decision? Start a paragraph reflecting on the idea of omens, and on whether you believe omens
play a role in your life.
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Session 3: Progressive Writing: MyJTC

Students will work together to write a progressive paragraph where each student contributes a
sentence or two.

Please have each student in your group choose a different prompt for your paragraph. When |
give the signal, each of you will write for 2 minutes on your prompt. At the end of two minutes,
each writer passes his or her paper to the writer on the left. We will continue until every
student has written on every paper and the original writer has his or her own paper back. Once
you get your own paper back, read your paragraph and make any changes or corrections you
would like to make. Now share your paragraph with your group and choose one to share with
the class.

(Extension: ask each group to choose one to share with the larger group.)

1. Sometimes the best option is going to school.

2. Starting a new school can be scary and exciting at the same time.

3. The choices we make have consequences.

4. Tell me who you hang out with and I'll tell you who you are.

5. Actions speak louder than words.

6. Even when you try to be different, your past follows you.

6 Icebreakersl ©CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)



Session 4: MyJTC BINGO

In playing MyJTC Bingo, students will walk around the room and get names on the different
boxes on their BINGO activity sheet. Students should sign their name at the top of the box, so
each box reads as a sentence. They should try to get a different person for each box. At the
beginning, they can do a Give One/Get One, but as the activity proceeds, they may not be able
to sign a sheet if the spaces they qualify for are already filled. (As a variation, some teachers will
have the students get more than one initial in the box to see the commonalities in the room.)
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MyJTC BINGO
...has visited ...is planning ...has visited | ..knows what | ...completed
more than on playing another the A-G an Algebra |
one college or | sports in high country. requirements or Math |
University. school. are. class in 8t
grade.
...has decided ...enjoys ....has played ....speaks ...has older
on a college reading team sports. English and brothers or
major. books. another sisters.
language.
...enjoys ...is a good FREE ...is good at ...writes
school. writer. math. poetry.
...has relatives | ...has atleast | ...parents’ did | ...has younger | ...has a college
who live in one parent not go to brothers or savings
another who has college. sisters. account.
country. graduated
from college.
..hasoneor | ..hasdecided | ..isinvolved ...is involved ...has school
more pets. which in student inaclub or spirit.
colleges and | government. clubs at
universities to school.
apply to.
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Session 5: Auto Bio Poem: Santiago

Writing an AutoBioPoem is a quick and easy way to help students develop their understanding
of their goals, dreams, and ambitions.

The AutoBioPoem has 14 lines and you can easily add in others as you feel you need them to
help emphasize a point or change the ones here. This is an activity the students should do on
their own and share out in small groups or make posters that others can view and see in a walk
around the room. It can also be modified to be completed in a small group based on the
character in a book.

An example of a Bio Poem is provided based on Santiago, the main character in The Alchemist,
Santiago.

Bio Poems Sample

Line 1: First name: Santiago
Line 2: Four adjectives that describe the character:
1. _ Adventurous
2. __ Dreamer
3. __ Courageous
4. __ Daring
Line 3: Son of: Farmers
Line 4: Sibling of: No one
Line 5: Likes: Adventures
Line 6: Feels: Confident at times
Line 7: Finds happiness in: Traveling
Line 8: Needs: to know what is going to happen
Line 9: Is afraid of: making the wrong decision
Line 10: Would like to: Marry the love of his life
Line 11: Enjoys: Making a difference
Line 12: Dreams of: Seeing the Pyramids
Line 13: Resident of: Andalusia
Line 14: Last name: Shepard
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Auto Bio Poems

Complete the auto-bio poem quickly with the first things that come to mind for

yourself. This is a chance to tap into your feelings and emotions.

Line 1:

Line 2:

Line 3:
Line 4:
Line 5:
Line 6:
Line 7:
Line 8:
Line 9:
Line 10:
Line 11:
Line 12:
Line 13:

Line 14:
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First name:

Four adjectives that describe you:
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Son/daughter of:
Sibling of:
Likes:
Feels:
Finds happiness in:
Needs:
Is afraid of:
Would like to:
Enjoys:
Dreams of:
Resident of:

Last name:



Session 6: College Party Time

Party time is a time for students to act like they are at a party and meeting many new people.
In this party, the topics of interest and discussion will be provided by the teacher. The students
will stand up and find a partner and discuss the topic the teacher calls out. Each time the
teacher calls time, students should find another partner and discuss the new topic. Provide 1 to
2 minutes for each topic of discussion.

Instructions: We are going to pretend we are at a party so everyone please stand up. When |
say “GO” find a partner and discuss the topic that | project. At the end of about 2 minutes, | will
say “SWITCH” find a new partner and get ready to discuss the new topic. Please choose the
topics you want the students to discuss from the list below or from your own list. Topics should
reinforce learning that has already taken place or be a way to build background knowledge.

Topics for Discussion

A-G Requirements
FAFSA
PSAT/SAT/ACT

Kahn Academy
Cccc/csu/uc

GPA

Grants

Loans

. Scholarships

10. Weighted GPA

11. Advanced Placement
12. College Savings Account

O N EWNPRE
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Session 7: Six Word Memoirs http://www.sixwordmemoirs.com/

Stories told in just six words.
Brevity is a virtue.

On this site is a collection of short short stories consisting of just six words. It was inspired by
Ernest Hemingway’s famous challenge and first six word story,

“For sale: baby shoes, never worn.

Read the memoir to the students and have them embellish on the story in small groups. What
do they know about the story in 6 words? What else would they like to know?

Here are some samples of 6 word stories the students can use as inspiration:

Six Word Memoirs

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.

I ain’t broke don’t fix me
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
Don't wait until it’s too late
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
Fall down Six get up seven
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
Every Day is a treasure hunt

After students have written their six word stories, encourage them to share
them on the site or on social media.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_short_story
http://www.sixwordstories.net/?p=3

Six Word Memoirs

Keep your six words handy to remind you of how utterly AWESOME you are and how terrifically
GREAT your dreams are.

Six Word Memoirs
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
1 2 3 4. 5 6
1 2 3 4. 5 6
1 2 3 4. 5 6
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Six Word Story — The Alchemist

For this activity students write a six-word version of the day’s reading. Students will need to
consider not only what to include but how to express it: the activity prompts critical thinking
and close reading as students consider word choice, syntax, and punctuation.

Students can write their six-word stories on the board so that they can be read and discussed
easily by the class.

To help students feel comfortable with the activity, you might first ask the class to create six-
word versions of well-known stories from books or film.

For this activity, you will turn yesterday’s reading (Section 4) into a six-word story. Start by
making a list of all the significant moments in the reading, then summarize the reading in one
sentence. Next, refine this sentence, cutting away unnecessary words, compressing ideas, and
reworking the structure until you have a six-word version. Finally, write one paragraph
explaining why your six-word story effectively describes Section 4 of the novel.

Share your insights with your classmates.

If a scaffold is needed, discuss these 6 word stories based on the passage for the close read.
Have the students discuss these questions before trying to write their own 6 word stories.

4 What is the reference for the 6 word story?

4 What is being referred to in these 6 words?

4 What else is there to know about this part of the story?

4 How would you embellish on this 6 word story to tell a more complete story?

Sample 6 Word Stories for The Alchemist

A stranger who felt like home
Waiting for the dream to manifest
...and love blooms while chaos proceeds
You captivated | my heart and soul
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Session 8: Contrasts

Contrasts is an activity that can be completed as a solo activity or as part of a group. This is a
reflective activity for students to think about the contrasts in their lives, personalities, and
beliefs. Feel free to add in other contrasts or have the students come up with their own.

Contrasts
1. lamnot... Butlam...
2. ldonot... But | do...
3. lcannot... Butlcan...
4, | will not... But | will ...
5. Ilhave not... But | have...
6. Iresolve tonot... Butlresolve to...
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Contrasts

%l am not. ..
> Butlam...

<l donot...
> But | do...

**| cannot. ..
>Butlcan...

| will not...
> But | will ...

**| have not...
> But | have...

**| resolve to not...
> But | resolve to...
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Session 9: Showstorm

Individually students write down what they have learned about a specific topic on a piece of
white paper and wad it up. Given a signal, they throw their “paper snowballs” in the air. Then
each learner picks up a nearby response and reads it aloud.

Teachers may give a specific topic on sheets of paper or leave it open. Topics can include:

What have you learned about going to college?

What have you learned about the importance of 9t grade?
What have you learned about personal responsibility?
What have you learned about paying for college?

What have you learned about the A-G requirements?

Why is AP important?

What is the Kahn academy and how can it help you?

What is the difference between grants and loans?

. What is a weighted GPA?

10. Explain the difference between the CCC/CSU/UC?

LWONOU A WNR
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Session 10: | Am Poem

The | Am Poem is a poem the students can write if groups of 4 to 5. The students complete the
sentences and then make a poster or a PPT slide of their poem. The posters can be hung up in
the room for the students to read or the PPT can be set to play as a slideshow during breaks for
students to see. Be sure that all students sign their name to the poem, no matter which format
is used. Each student group can get a different poem stem or the teacher can decide to have all
of them work on the same stem.

Stems can be changed, added to, or modified by the teacher to fit the needs of the class.
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I Am a College Graduate

I am a college graduate
| wonder

| hear

| see

| want

I am a college graduate
| pretend

| feel

| worry

| deny

| am a college graduate
| understand

| say

| dream

| hope

I am a college graduate

19 Icebreakersl ©CAPP CGC Summer Program, Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)



I Am the First in my Family to Attend College

I am the first in my family to attend college
| wonder

| hear

| see

| want

I am the first in my family to attend college
| pretend

| feel

| worry

| deny

I am a | am the first in my family to attend college
| understand

| say

| dream

| hope

I am the first in my family to attend college
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| am a dreamer
| wonder

| hear

| see

| want

I am a dreamer
| pretend

| feel

| worry

| deny

I am a dreamer
| understand

| say

| dream

| hope

| am a dreamer
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I Am a High School Student

I am a high school student
| wonder

| hear

| see

| want

I am a high school student
| pretend

| feel

| worry

| deny

I am a high school student
| understand

| say

| dream

| hope

I am a high school student
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Closure Activities

CAPP CGC Summer Program,
Mapping My Journey to College (MyJTC)

These closure activities provide a fun and educational way to end each session while reinforcing
the learning the students are engaged in. These are meant to get the students up and talking to
each other. There are 5 distinct activities provided that can be used over with different content.
Enough content is provided to use each activity at least twice.

Activity 1: Line Up

Activity 2: Take a Stand
Activity 3: Matched Pairs
Activity 4: Give One-Get One

Activity 5: Ticket Out the Door
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Line Up

Line Up activities are designed for a quick and easy way to have students get to know each
other and their classmates better. In these activities, students will line up starting with a date, a
number, or an amount. It is usually something that can be quantifiable or put in some sort of
numerical or alphabetical order, such as a birthdate, number of years, number of people, or
distance. The questions are usually personal and give a sense of where the class is as a whole in
terms of siblings, schools visited, schools attended, etc. Any question can be asked that lends
itself to students lining up in order.

Here are a few line-ups to get you started. Please feel free to add some of your own.

1. Line up by birthday order with the oldest at the front of the room

2. Line up by the number of siblings with the most at the front of the room

3. Line up by the distance from birthplace with the furthest distance at the front of the
room

Line up by distance traveled today with the furthest distance at the front of the room
Line up by the books read this year with the most at the front of the room

Line up by the colleges visited with the most at the front of the room

Line up by the first letter of your first name

Line up by the first letter of your last name

© ® N o u A

Line up by the first letter of the profession you have chosen

10. Line up by the first letter of the city where you were born
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Take a Stand

Take a Stand is an activity that is used to have students get to know each other’s likes and
preferences while building a sense of community in the classroom. It is a fun and simple activity
done at the end of the day to have students choose and declare what they like and talk to
others who like the same things. Teachers can have 3 to 5 questions they ask in quick
succession or they can ask 1 or 2 and give students a chance to talk in between. Here are some
examples of Take a Stand declarations. Please feel free to add your own as a way of having the
students get to know each other better.

Water or Coke
Soccer or Football
Observer or Participant

Leader or Guide

1.

2.

3

4

5. SUV or Sports car
6. CatorDog

7. Cake or Cookies

8. Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt
9. Donuts or Cupcakes

10. Tortilla Chips or Potato Chips
11. Guacamole or Hummus

12. Baseball or Basketball

13. Doctor or Lawyer

14. Netflix or Hulu

15. Apple or Android

16. Xbox or Wii

17. McDonalds or In and Out

18. Starbucks or Peets

19. House or Condo

20. Books or Magazines
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Matched Pairs

In Matched Pairs students are given a card and then go around the room and find the person who has
the “match.” Once they have found their match, they stand to the side of the room. When all the pairs
are matched up, each pair will read their cards to the class. This can be done with definitions or with
sentence completion. One of each has been provided for you. The MyJTC matched pair is based on
definitions and The Alchemist matched pair is based on sentence completion. You can add more or
create your own to fit your needs. The cards for printing can be found in the student packet.

FAFSA

Free Application for Federal Student Aid: application for financial aid that
must be completed by all seeking federal funds to help pay for college or
the university.

Personal Statement

An autobiographical narrative essay that is an important part of the
college application process. It provides a way to share how events in your
life have shaped who you are.

Competitive Eligibility

Achieving beyond the minimum eligibility for the CSU/UC to being
competitive with top achievers by completing AP courses, more than the
minimum 15 A-G courses, and meeting other requirements.

Scholarships

A payment made to support a student's education, awarded on the basis
of academic or other achievement.

Loans

A sum of money that is expected to be paid back with interest.

College Readiness

Being ready for credit bearing courses at the CCC, CSU or UC based on test
scores and completion of the A-G requirements.

College Eligible

Being fully eligible to enter the CSU or UC based on completion of the A-G
requirements.

Remediation

Assistance given students in order to achieve expected competencies in
core academic skills such as English and Math

Csu California State University: A system of 23 campuses that grant Bachelor’s,
Masters and some Doctoral degrees.

uc University of California: A system of 10 campuses that grant Bachelor’s,
Masters and Doctoral degrees.

CccC California Community Colleges: A system of 109 two year campuses that
grant AA degrees (a few grant BA Degrees) and prepare students to
transfer into 4 year programs

K-12 The compulsory education system in CA that encompasses Kindergarten to
12t grade.

Transition Moving from the system of K-12 education to the system of post-

secondary education.

Post-secondary

Education beyond the high school level, especially education at the college
or university level.

IHE Institute of Higher Education which is commonly thought of as systems
that grant AA, BA, MA or Ph.D. degrees
SAT/ACT/PSAT Tests that are used for college admissions and merit-based scholarships.
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Grants Funds provided in a financial aid packet that do not have to be paid back.

Pell Grants The largest source of federally funded financial aid grants that are
awarded solely based on your financial need (academic grades and extra-
curricular activities are not a factor).

Cal Grants A Cal Grant is money for college you don’t have to pay back. To qualify,

you must meet the eligibility and financial requirements as well as any
minimum GPA requirements.

A-G Requirements

The CSU/UC minimum requirements of 15 courses for admission as a first-
time freshman. Each unit is equal to a year of study in a subject area. A
grade of C or better is required for each course to meet any subject
requirement.

Advanced Placement

Courses that are rigorous, college-level classes at the high school in a
variety of subjects that give students an opportunity to gain the skills and
experience colleges recognize.

Weighted GPA

Calculated by adding extra points for honors or AP courses, a weighted
GPA can lead to a GPA that is beyond 4.0.

CTE

Career Technical Education that integrates rigorous and relevant career
and technical education (CTE) and academics that prepares youth and
adults for a wide range of high-wage, high-skill, high-demand careers.

Linked Learning

An education approach that integrates rigorous academics that meet
college-ready standards with sequenced, high-quality career-technical
education, work-based learning, and supports to help students stay on
track.
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Matched Pair for The Alchemist

It's the possibility of having a dream come true

that makes life interesting.

Everyone, when they are young

knows what their destiny is.

It prepares your spirit and your will, because
there is one great truth on this planet:

whoever you are, or whatever it is that you do,
when you really want something, it's because that
desire originated in the soul of the universe. It's your
mission on earth.

The Soul of the World

is nourished by people's happiness.

He had to choose between something he had
become accustomed to

and something he wanted to have.

It's called the principle of favorability. When
you play cards the first time,

you are almost sure to win. Beginner's luck.

When someone makes a decision, he is really
diving into a strong current

that will carry him to places he had never dreamed
of when he first made the decision.

The closer one gets to realizing his destiny,

the more that destiny becomes his true reason for
being.

No matter how many detours and
adjustments it made,

the caravan moved toward the same compass point.

When a person really desires something,

all the universe conspires to help that person to
realize his dream.

We are afraid of losing what we have,

whether it's our life or our possessions and
property.

People learn early in their lives,

what is their reason for being.

..there is a force that wants you to realize
your destiny;

it whets your appetite with a taste of success.

They are called Urim and Thummim.

The black signifies ‘yes’ and the white ‘no’.

And, above all, don’t forget

to follow your destiny through to its conclusion.

'The secret of happiness is to see all the
marvels of the world,

and never to forget the drops of oil on the spoon.

...he realized that he had to choose between
thinking of himself as the poor victim or a thief

and as an adventurer in a quest of his treasure.

And, maybe it wasn’t what they were teaching
me,

but what | was learning from them.

But you know that | am not going to Mecca.

Just as you know you are not going to buy your
sheep.

...people need not fear the unknown

if they are capable of achieving what they need and
want.

In his pursuit of his dream,

he was constantly subjected to tests of his
persistence and courage.

If | am really a part of your dream

you’ll come back one day.

If you pay attention to the present,

you can improve upon it.

Life really is generous to

those who pursue their destiny.

28 Icebreakers |




Give One-Get One

In Give One-Get One students are asked to respond to an open ended question or a question
that has more than one answer. They then go around the room and give a response and get a
response from other students. Whenever they hear a response that is different from their own,
they write it down on their paper. At the end of the activity, they should have a number of
different responses to the questions asked. Some sample questions are included here, please
feel free to add your own.

What is the easiest way to pay for college?

What are colleges and universities looking for in freshman students?
What are STEM majors?

How do you select a major in college?

What is the best way to research your interests for a career?

What are extracurricular activities? Why are they important?

What college entrance exams are most important?

What is a 4 year academic plan?

. What is work-study?

10. Why is it important to prepare for college?

©ONDU AW e
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Ticket Out the Door

A ticket out the door is a ticket that students give to the teacher to go out the door as they are
leaving. The teacher will ask a question, have the students respond and put their name on the
ticket. As the students leave, the teacher collects the tickets. The tickets can then be used for
review the next day or as a way for the teacher to assess and/or reinforce the ideas presented
in class.

Possible questions for tickets.

Are you planning to attend a CCC/CSU/UC (or other) when you finish high school?
What are the extracurricular activities you are involved with?

What classes are you scheduled to take in 9t grade?

How many A-G classes are in your schedule for the fall?

Have you already taken Algebra 1 or Math 17?

Why is 9t grade so important for college readiness?

How can you be eligible for college, but not prepared?

What are college admissions tests?

. Why should you prepare for college even if you are planning on going into the military?
10. What colleges do you hope to visit while you are in high school?

© O NDU AW

Out the door template tickets has been provided for you.
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Ticket Out the Door
Date:

Ticket Out the Door
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The Alchemist

CAPP CGC Summer Program
Mapping Your Journey to College (MyJTC)

Coelho, Paulo. The Alchemist: A Fable about following Your Dream. London:
HarperCollins, 2012. Print.

This module is being developed for use in the CAPP Mapping Your Journey to College
(MyJTC) curriculum. The module is designed to help students develop their long term
personal and academic goals. The module will also help students understand why
developing a sense of purpose and working towards a specific vision of oneself is crucial.
At the end of the project, students will compose an essay in which they describe their
Personal Legend and reflect on how they might draw lessons from Santiago’s journey
which apply to their own lives. This personal legend can be used as the foundation of
their personal statement when they are applying for college.

The Alchemist is a particularly appropriate text for incoming high school freshman
because it deals with themes that are relevant to adolescence: developing an identity,
the importance of discovering one’s destiny, the anxieties provoked by new
experiences, and the difficult but necessary process of striving for one’s dreams.

After working through this module, students will be able to:

e Explain the major theme of Personal Legend as it is described in The Alchemist, and
discuss the implications of said theme in their own lives.

* Analyze the way that Santiago’s experiences change him throughout the course of
the novel by citing specific passages.

e Trace the way that Santiago’s choices affect both his journey and his character
development.

e Think critically about the crucial role friends and mentors can play in one’s life.

e Make explicit their personal and academic goals and begin to explore some of the
ways the two are connected.
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e Reflect on their development as writers and thinkers by
analyzing their own “journey of understanding” through the novel.

e The Alchemist Notebook: Spiral Bound Notebook or Binder with Paper
0 The various activities that follow will generate many observations, questions, and

insights. Encourage your students to record these in the same notebook (a spiral bound
notebook or a section in their binders). They will need to refer to this material often as
they work their way through the module and when they begin writing their essay.

e Chart paper

e Markers

e The Alchemist Book or PDF

e Printer Paper
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The Alchemist
CAPP CGC Summer Program,
Mapping Your Journey to College (MylJTC)

Session 1: Projecting into the Future/Surveying the Text

Session 2: Reading the Prologue and the First Page/Making Predictions
Session 3: Trusting Your Dreams

Session 4: The Importance of a Positive Attitude

Session 5: Taking Risks & Trying Something New

Session 6: The Language of the World

Session 7: Don’t Let it Go

Session 8: Believing in Yourself

Session 9: Coming Full Circle

Session 10: My Personal Legend
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Session 1: Projecting into the Future/Surveying the
Text

Ask students to describe their feelings about their future as a way of getting them to think
about mapping their path to college. College does not need to be in the responses; however,
reflecting on the past and the future are important aspects of this journey.

Projecting into the Future

For this activity, you’ll write down your feelings about growing older. Complete the following
sentences, making sure to respond quickly without a filter. Think of these responses as
“Quickwrites”: there are no right or wrong answers, just your quick thoughts and ideas.

e When | think about my future, what excites me the most is...
e When | think about my future, what worries me the most is...
e When | was little, | used to dream about becoming a...

After they have written on these questions, students can be asked to share their thoughts in
small groups or with the entire class.

Surveying the Text (Print Copy)
Look at your copy of the Alchemist. Write the answers to the following questions in your
Alchemist notebook.

e Does your text have a picture on the cover? Describe it.

e What does the title mean to you? Have you heard of an alchemist before? Of
alchemy? What does it make you think of?

¢ What does the cover art imply about the story inside?

® Isthere a summary of the story on the back cover?

e Are there comments from reviewers or critics on the cover?

e |sthere a biography of the author? Is there a picture?

e Does the book have a foreword or an afterword?

e Does the book begin or end with a map? If so, what does the map show?
e Is the book split into chapters? Sections? Or--?

Surveying the Text (PDF Version)

e http://thealchemistallusions.weebly.com/index.html

e https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=The+Alchemist+map&fr=yhs-mozilla-
002&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-
002&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F4.bp.blogspot.com%2F LGkxTF2xWxs%2FTGASJQy8bOI1%2FAA
AAAAAAACE%2Fz5QXT93SHB8%2Fs1600%2Fmap politicaltheah.jpg#id=0&iurl=http%3A%2F
%2Fstanford.edu%2F~cpiech%2Fcs221%2Fimg%2FalchemistMap.png&action=click
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To survey the PDF version of the book, divide the class into 4 to 6 groups
and have each group go online and research one of these areas to share with the class:

Group 1: Map Research

e Where does Santiago travel on his quest?

e About how long does Santiago take to get there? How do you know?

e What are the starting and ending points of his journey?

e What are some points of interest you have discovered in your analysis?

Group 2: Author Research

e Who is Paulo Coehlo? Where was he born? How old is he?
e Why did he write The Alchemist?

e What are some of the other books he wrote?

e What is he best known for?

Group 3: Alchemy Research

e Whatis alchemy?

e Whatis an alchemist?

e [s alchemy a “real” science or a “magical practice”?

e What else did you learn from your research on alchemy?

Group 4: The Moors Research

e Who are the Moors?

e Where do they live?

e What is their major religion?

e What else did you learn about the Moors during your research?

Group 5: The Pyramids of Egypt

e Why are the pyramids of Egypt considered important?

e Arethere other pyramids around the world? Where?

e What s the purpose of the pyramids?

e What else did you learn about the pyramids during your research?

Group 6: The Sahara Desert

e Where is the Sahara Desert located?

e Whatis an oasis?

e What is the significance of the desert?

e What else did you learn about the Sahara desert during your research?
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Session 2: Reading the Prologue / Making Predictions &
Asking Questions

Reading the Prologue: Please note, some versions of The Alchemist do not have a prologue. An
online prologue can be found here: https://www.scribd.com/doc/2241535/prologue-of-the-
alchemist

As a way of previewing the novel, read The Prologue of The Alchemist and answer the following
questions:

e What stands out to you?

e Based on only these paragraphs, describe the world of the book.

e Make some predictions: What kind of story is this? What will happen in it? Who might
the characters be? What lessons might be learned?

e Why would the Alchemist think this ending of the story of Narcissus was lovely?

Write your predictions down in your Alchemist notebook, along with some reasons why you
made these predictions. Discuss your responses in small groups. Choose one response to share
with the classroom.

Making Predictions and Asking Questions

The following two activities, the Expectations Log and the Character Log, are designed to help
you keep your ideas, questions, and predictions organized as you read the novel. What follows
is an explanation of how each activity works. Start your expectations log and character log
today within your Alchemist notebook based on the reading of the Prologue.

The Expectation Log. The Expectation Log will help you keep track of the action of the story and
the characters who appear as the story progresses. As you may have noticed from looking
through the text, the Alchemist is divided into sections: the Prologue, Book 1, Book 2, and the
Epilogue. For this activity, the book has been divided into 6 sections. You will have 6 days to
read the book. The sections are as follows:

1. Section 1: beginning to page 24; pdf 1-14; Last line is “And he vanished around the
corner of the plaza”

2. Section 2: 24 - 45 (end of Book 1); pdf 14 - 27

3. Section 3: 49 (that’s where the text resumes) — 78; pdf 27 — 44; last line is “There were
just drawings, coded instructions, and obscure texts.”

4. Section 4:78 - 107; pdf 44 — 62; last line is “The boy had met the alchemist”

5. Section 5: 107 - 132; pdf 62 — 77; last line is “They mounted their horses and rode out in
the direction of the Pyramids of Egypt”

6. Section 6:132 - 161 (end); pdf 78 — 94 (end)
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Read Section 1. Once you complete the reading, write a summary of the
section. The summary should describe the major events, the characters who were involved, and
the places where Santiago traveled.

After you've finished the summary, predict what might happen in section 2. Base your
predictions on what you mentioned in your summary, but don't be afraid to be creative. And
don't worry about getting the predictions right; just make some guesses based on what you
think might happen.

Read Section 2. When you finish it, write a summary of the section. Once again, list all the
major events, the characters, and the places Santiago traveled. Next, re-read the predictions
you wrote after you finished Section 1. Did any of them come true in Section 2? Write down
what you got right, and what you didn't see coming (be sure to respond to your predictions).
When you are finished doing this, make predictions about what might happen in Section 3.

Keep repeating the process for all 6 sections. By the time you finish the novel, you should have
7 entries.

By the time you finish the novel, you will have a record of the thoughts you had while you were
reading it. This will be useful when you write your essay.

The Character Log. The Character Log will help you keep track of the many characters in the
story. As you will see once you start reading, some of the characters change as the action
progresses. You will need to keep a careful record of these changes, as they will help you
understand the story. While the Expectation Log asks you simply to list the characters, when
filling out a Character Log you will need to describe each character in some detail. Here is a
description of what to do every time you encounter a character in the story:

1. Write down the character’s name and the place where Santiago meets him or her (you
should also write down the page number where the character appears in case you need
to refer to it later).

2. Describe the characters physical appearance and personality.

a. If the text doesn’t provide details about their physical appearance, write down
how you picture them in your imagination.

b. Describe their personality. What sort of person are they? Does the protagonist
like the character? Do you? Explain.

The Expectation Log and the Character Log will be part of your Alchemist notebook. Be sure to
leave a few blank lines after each entry in your Character Log so that you can add to it; several
characters go on to reappear throughout the story, either because they come back into
Santiago’s life or he remembers them and reflects on what they taught him. When this
happens, make a note of it in the Log. By the time you finish the novel, you will have a detailed
record of the many characters in the Alchemist.
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Sample Character Log

Character Page # where General description (include details about their
name(s) character 1% appears | appearance and their personality)
Santiago

Gypsy woman

Old man/King
of Salem
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Session 3: Trusting Your Dreams

Reading for Understanding — Section 1 (beginning to page 24; pdf 1-14; Last line is “And he
vanished around the corner of the plaza”)

The theme for this section is trusting your dreams. We meet Santiago and learn that he was
supposed to be a priest but chose to become a shepherd, and that he’s been dreaming about a
treasure. He has his dream interpreted and meets an old man who claims to be the king of
Salem, and who tells the boy that he will reveal the location of the treasure in exchange for a
tenth of Santiago’s flock.

Before you start reading the novel, read the following questions to get an idea of what to focus
on as you read Section 1. As you read the book, mark the text when you find something that
may help you answer one of the questions. You can mark the text by underlining or highlighting
relevant lines or by making notes in the margins. If you don’t want to write in your book, you
can use sticky notes.

1. What is the significance of Santiago falling asleep in an abandoned church? Do you think
there is a connection between this and his decision to become a shepherd instead of a
priest?

2. Why does Santiago think to himself, “l couldn’t have found God in the seminary”? What
does being a shepherd make possible that staying in the seminary did not?

3. According to the old man, what is the world’s greatest lie?

4. According to the old man, why do people abandon their dreams?

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were unable to answer, work
through them together. If you see connections that others don’t, share your insights.

Expectation and Reflection Log
Read all your notes, including any annotations you made in the book.

Summarize Section 1:
e Write a brief description of the world in the novel (What sort of place is Andalusia?
What time does the story seem to be set in, and how can you tell?)
e Describe the main action and significant events.

Make predictions for Section 2:
e What do you think Santiago will do?
e What will the king do?
e What will happen to Santiago’s sheep?
Don’t worry about getting things right; just make predictions based on what you’ve read
so far.
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Reflect on your reading thus far:
e Isthe writing easy to understand or are you having difficulty? Why?
e List the location of any word, line, or passage that is hard to understand.

e Why is it important to trust in your dreams?

Character Log

Completing a chart like the one below will help you keep track of the characters in the novel.
Copy the table into your own notes and fill it out. As more characters appear, add them to the
list. If characters re-appear in later sections, add page numbers for future reference.

Sample Character Log

Character Page # where General description (include details about their
name(s) character 1% appears | appearance and their personality)
Santiago

Gypsy woman

Old man/King
of Salem
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Session 4: The Importance of a Positive Attitude
Reading for Understanding — Section 2 (24 - 45 (end of Book 1); pdf 14 — 27)

This section really demonstrates the importance of a positive attitude. The boy decides to trust
the king, learns that his treasure is at the Pyramids of Egypt, and leaves for Africa. Upon arriving
in Africa he is promptly scammed out of his money because he trusts the wrong person. At first
he is depressed (who wouldn’t be!) but remembers the advice of the king. This helps him
readjust his attitude and he manages to secure a job — which he claims to need so that he can
buy sheep. This ends Book 1.

Before you start reading Section 2, read the following questions to get an idea of what to focus
on as you read the novel. Once again, annotate the text as you go.

1. How does the levanter affect Santiago’s decision?

2. What is the “principle of favorability”? Have you ever seen this concept enacted in your
own life?

3. How does being robbed make Santiago feel about his life? Find a specific passage where
he describes his feelings.

4. Why does remembering the king’s words and using Urim and Thummim affect
Santiago’s mood? Why is it that now, when he looks around the empty market, he
thinks, “This isn’t a strange place, it’s a new one”? He's still in the same situation but
something has changed. What changed?

5. What does the crystal merchant tell Santiago about traveling to Egypt? How does this
make Santiago feel?

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were unable to answer, work
through them together. If you see connections that others don’t, share your insights.

Expectation and Reflection Log
Read all your notes, including any annotations you made in the book.

Summarize Section 2
e Describe the main action and significant events.
e Reflect on the predictions you made after reading Section 1 (What did you get right?
What surprised you?)

Make predictions for Section 3
e What do you think Santiago will do now?
e Will he get to the Pyramids?
e Can he truly trust the crystal merchant?
Don’t worry about getting things right; just make predictions based on what you’ve read
so far.
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Reflect on your reading thus far:
e Isthe writing easy to understand or are you having difficulty? Why?
e List the location of any word, line, or passage that is hard to understand.
e Why is a positive attitude important?

Character Log
Add new characters to your Character Log.
Language Without Words

This activity asks students to reflect on the idea of “language without words” This is an abstract
concept that reappears throughout the novel. Students may struggle to decipher the
significance of the concept; this activity is designed to help them think about it in concrete
terms.

Santiago meets a candy merchant in the market. After their encounter, the text tells us,

“There must be a language that doesn’t depend on words, the boy thought. I've
already had that experience with my sheep, and now it’s happening with people.”

Go over the passages detailing the boy’s interaction with the candy merchant and find places
where they “communicated” without words. Look closely at Santiago’s actions towards the
candy merchant.

e How do you think the candy merchant feels towards Santiago?

e How do you know?

e Can you think of a time when you communicated without using words?

Answer these questions in a Quickwrite or as part of a small group discussion.
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Session 5: Taking Risks & Trying Something New

Reading for Understanding — Section 3 (49 (that’s where the text resumes) — 78; pdf 27 — 44;
last line is “There were just drawings, coded instructions, and obscure texts.”)

There are a couple of significant themes here. First, the importance of taking risks and trying
something new: the boy helps the crystal merchant improve his business by changing things up
and it pays off. Next, the importance of pursuing your dreams and not getting sidetracked: the
boy makes enough money to buy more sheep and return to Spain but he learns that the crystal
merchant also had a dream — to travel to Mecca — but no longer seeks to achieve it because
he’d rather have the fantasy than try for the real thing (and potentially be disappointed). The
boy decides to pursue his dream and joins a caravan that is heading through the desert.

Before you start reading Section 3, read the following questions to get an idea of what to focus
on as you read the novel. Once again, annotate the text as you go.

1. How does Santiago help the crystal merchant improve his store?

2. What was the crystal merchant’s dream? Why doesn’t he pursue it?

3. Explain what the crystal merchant means when he says, “Today, | understand something
| didn’t see before: every blessing ignored becomes a curse.”

4. What does “Maktub” mean?

What is the Englishman’s dream?

6. What does Santiago mean when he thinks, “Making a decision was only the beginning of
things”?

7. What did the camel driver learn from experiencing a disaster?

d

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were unable to answer, work
through them together. If you see connections that others don’t, share your insights.

Expectation and Reflection Log
Read all your notes, including any annotations you made in the book.

Summarize Section 3
e Describe the main action and significant events.
e Reflect on the predictions you made after reading Section 2 (What did you get right?
What surprised you?).

Make predictions for Section 4
e What do you think Santiago will do now?
e Will the Englishman’s dream come true?
e Can Santiago truly trust the Englishman?
Don’t worry about getting things right; just make predictions based on what you’ve read
so far.
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Reflect on your reading thus far:
e Isthe writing easy to understand or are you having difficulty? Why?
e List the location of any word, line, or passage that is hard to understand.
e Why is it important to take risks and try new things?

Character Log
Add new characters to your Character Log.
Creating Titles

This activity reminds students that texts are constructed; they do not appear fully formed but
rather result from a series of deliberate choices. Students will be asked to decide on a new title
for the Alchemist, and to think carefully about the reasons for their choice. Through this process
students can develop a clearer sense of what they find significant in the story. The activity can
be presented as open-ended (as described below) or modified to emphasize certain parts of
speech. For instance, students can be asked to create titles using adjectives or verbs — or, time
permitting, one of each. A good follow up to this would be to ask students which they prefer,
and why, and how each part of speech affects the meaning of the title.

You’'re a little over half-way through the novel at this point, so you have a good sense of the
story. Why do you think Coelho chose to title the novel The Alchemist? Think back (or check
your notes) to the prereading activity in which you described your first reaction to the novel. Do
you think that Coelho wanted that reaction from you?

Think of another title for the novel and write it down. Write a paragraph explaining why you
chose that title, how it suits the story so far, and what effect you think it would have on a
reader. Share your title and your reasons with your group.

Noticing Language

The word “Maktub” appears for the first time in this section. It will go on to appear multiple
times. Why do you suppose Coelho chose to put this Arabic word in his novel? After all, the rest
of the novel is not in Arabic. Does seeing the word in Arabic feel different than seeing it in
English? Write some thoughts about this issue (don’t worry about being right; simply write
down what you feel). Can you think of a moment in your life when you might have said
“Maktub” afterwards?

Share your responses with your group.
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Session 6: The Language of the World

Reading for Understanding — Section 4 (78 - 107; pdf 44 — 62; last line is “The boy had met the
alchemist”)

This section really emphasizes the importance of teachers — and the fact that teachers don’t
need to be human! Santiago finds himself learning from the desert itself; he feels more in tune
with the natural world and reflects on the Language of the World, a universal language that
everyone shares. The text also highlights different learning styles: although the boy and the
Englishman share an overarching goal, the Englishman feels best learning from books while the
boy prefers to learn from the natural world. The section also illustrates the importance of
trusting one’s instincts: the caravan arrives at the oasis where the boy has a vision of an
impending attack. He tells the elders who decide to believe him but warn the boy that if no
attack occurs, he will be killed. Despite this, the boy claims to have no regrets because he
believes he has done the right thing.

Before you start reading Section 4, read the following questions to get an idea of what to focus
on as you read the novel. Once again, annotate the text as you go.

1. What does Santiago learn from the Englishman’s books?

2. What is the “Language of the World”? How might it relate to the “Language Without
Words”?

3. What is the “Soul of the World”?

4. Why doesn’t Fatima ask Santiago to stay in the oasis?

5. What did the camel driver learn from the seer?

6. After warning the elders about the impending attack, Santiago thinks to himself, “[H]e

had no regrets.” Why does he have no regrets?

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were unable to answer, work
through them together. If you see connections that others don’t, share your insights.

Expectation and Reflection Log
Read all your notes, including any annotations you made in the book.

Summarize Section 4
e Describe the main action and significant events.
e Reflect on the predictions you made after reading Section 3 (What did you get right?
What surprised you?).

Make predictions for Section 5
e What do you think Santiago will do now?
e Will he ever reunite with Fatima?
e Can he truly trust the alchemist?
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Don’t worry about getting things right; just make predictions based
on what you’ve read so far.

Reflect on your reading thus far:
e |Isthe writing easy to understand or are you having difficulty? Why?
e List the location of any word, line, or passage that is hard to understand.
e Why is understanding the language of the world important?

Character Log
Add new characters to your Character Log.
Read, Re-read, Close Read

This activity helps students practice their critical thinking skills while examining complex ideas.
Students will need to practice rereading, which is by far the most useful strategy for reading
difficult texts. The students will also have to listen carefully and practice metacognition, the
process of noticing what they notice. Further, since the activity asks students to assess their
understanding after both individual reflection and group discussion, it can help students
appreciate how intellectual exchange contributes to comprehension.

The activity requires students to read aloud and to share their thoughts. Although you will need
to direct each step of the activity, students should perform their readings and share their ideas
in small groups of 3 or 4 before being invited to share them with the class.

This activity (or a modified version of it) can be used on any set of lines that require close
reading.

This activity will guide you through the process of close reading. This type of reading is essential
when one is dealing with complex or abstract ideas. In your groups, read the following excerpt
out loud. You will recognize it, as it was part of the Section 4 reading. Take turns reading one
sentence at a time. Make a mark next to each sentence you read so that you can refer to it.

It was the pure Language of the World. It required no explanation, just as the universe needs
none as it travels through endless time. What the boy felt at that moment was that he was in
the presence of the only woman in his life, and that, with no need for words, she recognized the
same thing. He was more certain of it than of anything in the world. He had been told by his
parents and grandparents that he must fall in love and really know a person before becoming
committed. But maybe people who felt that way had never learned the universal language.
Because, when you know that language, it's easy to understand that someone in the world
awaits you, whether it's in the middle of the desert or in some great city. And when two such
people encounter each other, and their eyes meet, the past and the future become unimportant.
There is only that moment, and the incredible certainty that everything under the sun has been
written by one hand only. It is the hand that evokes love, and creates a twin soul for every person
in the world. Without such love, one's dreams would have no meaning.

Maktub, thought the boy.
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After the entire passage has been read, make some notes about what stood out to you during
the reading. How did hearing the passage out loud affect your understanding of the passage?
Did your interpretation change? Did you hear something new? Take 3-5 minutes to write down
some thoughts about this passage.

Now go back through the passage and find the sentence you read aloud (if you read several,
pick one). You’re going to read this sentence aloud again. First, however, copy it down in your
notebook, making sure to get the punctuation right. Then go through it and make notes on how
you plan to read it. Which words will you emphasize? Will you speak loudly or softly? Quickly or
slowly? Will your tone be happy? Angry? Sad? Make sure you have a reason for each choice:
what are you trying to express, and why do you think it suits your sentence?

Once everyone is ready with their annotated sentences, each group member takes a turn
reading his/her sentence, followed by a brief explanation of why they made certain choices
with delivery or emotion. Listen carefully as your group members read their sentences and
explain their performance. You might make a quick note after each reading, especially if a
delivery seems particularly accurate or illuminating. When it is your turn to read your sentence,
try your best to follow the directions you wrote down for the sentence and explain your
reasoning.

After everyone has shared their sentence and their reasoning, ask yourself how well you
understand the passage now. Write for a few minutes about what has become clear to you
about your sentence, someone else’s sentence, and the passage as a whole. Time permitting,
you might share your thoughts with the class.

Six Word Story

For this activity students write a six-word version of the day’s reading. Students will need to
consider not only what to include but how to express it: the activity prompts critical thinking
and close reading as students consider word choice, syntax, and punctuation.

Students can write their six-word stories on the board so that they can be read and discussed
easily by the class.

To help students feel comfortable with the activity, you might first ask the class to create six-
word versions of well-known stories from books or film.

For this activity, you will turn today’s reading (Section 4) into a six-word story. Start by making a
list of all the significant moments in the reading, then summarize the reading in one sentence.
Next, refine this sentence, cutting away unnecessary words, compressing ideas, and reworking
the structure until you have a six-word version. Finally, write one paragraph explaining why
your six-word story effectively describes Section 4 of the novel.

Share your insights with your classmates.
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If a scaffold is needed, discuss these 6 word stories based on the passage

for the close read. Have the students discuss these questions before trying to write their own 6

word stories.

P wnNe

Sample 6 Word Stories

What is the reference for the 6 word story?
What is being referred to in these 6 words?
What else is there to know about this part of the story?

How would you embellish on this 6 word story to tell a more complete story?

A stranger who felt like home
Waiting for the dream to manifest
...and love blooms while chaos proceeds
You captivated | my heart and soul
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Session 7: Don’t Let it Go

Reading for Understanding — Section 5 (107 - 132; pdf 62 — 77; last line is “They mounted their
horses and rode out in the direction of the Pyramids of Egypt”)

The theme for this section is not letting go of one’s dreams no matter how tempting it may be.
Santiago falls in love with Fatima and feels awfully tempted to stay at the oasis. Fatima
encourages him to go pursue his dream (sub-theme: if you love something, set it free!).
Santiago embarks on his journey with the alchemist and eventually begins to feel in tune with
the Soul of the World. Despite the heartache, he made the right decision.

Before you start reading Section 5, read the following questions to get an idea of what to focus
on as you read the novel. Once again, annotate the text as you go.

1. How is the concept of the “Soul of the World” treated in this section? Take note of
where it re-appears and how your definition for the concept is expanding.
2. The alchemist states the following to Santiago:
“You must understand that love never keeps a man from pursuing his
destiny. If he abandons that pursuit, it’s because it wasn’t true love...”
Do you believe this is true? Why or why not?
3. Santiago tells his heart, “Every second of the search is an encounter with God.” What
does he mean?

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were unable to answer, work
through them together. If you see connections that others don’t, share your insights.

Expectation and Reflection Log

Summarize Section 5
e Describe the main action and significant events.
e Reflect on the predictions you made after reading Section 4 (what did you get right?
What surprised you?).

Make predictions for Section 6
e What do you think Santiago will do now?
e Will Santiago reach the pyramids?
e Will he find the treasure he is searching for?
Don’t worry about getting things right, just make predictions based on what you’ve read
so far.

Reflect on your reading thus far:
e |Isthe writing easy to understand or are you having difficulty? Why?
e List the location of any word, line, or passage that is hard to understand.
e Why isitimportant to not let go of your dreams?
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Character Log
Add new characters to your Character Log.
Punctuation Matters!

Too often students take punctuation for granted, failing to realize the rhetorical power found in
punctuation. This activity is designed to help students see how punctuation affects meaning.
This should not only aid their reading comprehension but also make them more thoughtful,
deliberate composers of their own texts.

Students should work through the passage in groups of 3-4. Their goal should be to analyze the
meaning of the passage by looking at the punctuation. Students will often find it difficult to get
started, and once they do, they tend to summarize the text instead of analyzing the
punctuation; focus their efforts by asking them to begin with what they already know about
what specific punctuation does in a sentence. It can help to use phrasing that reminds students
that punctuation guides how we read a text: “What do commas want us to do?”

After each group has produced an interpretation, these can be shared with the class. Once
there is a generally agreed upon interpretation, change one punctuation in the passage, and ask
the students to describe how this change affects the way a reader interprets the sentence.

For this activity, you will analyze the following passage while focusing on the punctuation. In
other words, go through the passage slowly, making a note of what each punctuation mark
means, and how it affects the way you read the sentence. Work through the passage in your
groups. If you’re not sure what a punctuation means, do your best to figure it out by looking at
the rest of the text. Take careful notes of your interpretations as you will need to share them
with the rest of the class.

“Tomorrow, sell your camel and buy a horse. Camels are traitorous: they walk
thousands of paces and never seem to tire. Then suddenly, they kneel and die.
But horses tire bit by bit. You always know how much you can ask of them, and
when it is that they are about to die.”

Original Passage:
Tomorrow, sell your camel and buy a horse. Camels are traitorous: they walk thousands of paces
and never seem to tire. Then suddenly, they kneel and die. But horses tire bit by bit. You always
know how much you can ask of them, and when it is that they are about to die.
Alternative Version: 1
Tomorrow, sell your camel and buy a horse. Camels are traitorous: they walk thousands
of paces and never seem to tire. Then suddenly, they kneel and die. But horses tire bit
by bit. You always know how much you can ask of them. . .and when it is that they are
about to die.
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Alternative Version 2:

Tomorrow, sell your camel and buy a horse. Camels are traitorous! They walk thousands
of paces and never seem to tire — then suddenly, they kneel and die! But horses tire bit
by bit. You always know how much you can ask of them, and when it is that they are
about to die.

Alternative Version 3:

Tomorrow, sell your camel and buy a horse. Camels are traitorous: they walk thousands
of paces and never seem to tire (then suddenly, they kneel and die). But horses tire bit
by bit. You always know how much you can ask of them (and when it is that they are
about to die).

Make It Graphic

In this exercise, students will transform written text into visual text by creating a brief (no more
than 5 panels) comic strip. This activity is useful for getting students to think critically about
narrative structure since they will have to decide what to show and why it matters. The exercise
can be used for any part of the text that would benefit from closer analysis.

The students will need unlined paper and colored pencils, markers, or crayons. Explain to the
students that comics do not need to be funny. Comics can refer to a graphic representation of a
story.

For this activity, you will work in groups to turn the moment in the novel where Santiago says
farewell to Fatima into a comic strip. First, spend 5 minutes composing a Quickwrite about the
scene. You may want to reread it to refresh your memory.

Your teacher will put you into groups of 3-4. Share your Quickwrites and compile a list of
elements that you want to include in your comic (one of the group members can write these
down). The comic can only be five panels long; think carefully about what should be included
and what should happen in each panel. Once your group has made these decisions, draw the
comic. Once it is done, write a paragraph (one person can do the actual writing but everyone
should contribute ideas) explaining why you chose those specific moments to represent in your
comic.

Each group can take turns sharing their comics and their explanations. Once everyone has
shared, write some thoughts down in your Alchemist notebook. What was the hardest part of
the activity? The easiest? What did this exercise teach you about turning written text into a
visual text?
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Session 8: Believing in Yourself
Reading for Understanding — Section 6 (132 - 161 (end); pdf 78 — 94 (end)

This final section really highlights the themes of believing in yourself, not giving up, and the way
that your past experiences (and the lessons you draw from them) can help you in a crisis. The
boy and the alchemist are captured by militants who agree to spare their lives if the boy
demonstrates his power by turning himself into the wind. He succeeds because he asks the
desert, the wind, and the sun to help him. He has conversations with each and experiences
multiple epiphanies regarding love and the meaning of life. He continues his journey, arrives at
the Pyramids, is robbed yet again, and meets a man who ignored his dreams. This man helps
the boy understand the location of his treasure: it’s buried in the church where we first
encountered him at the beginning of the novel. Santiago’s journey has come full circle
(literally!). Ah, there’s another theme here, about the importance — and necessity — of going on
the journey. Before he could enjoy his treasure, Santiago had to leave home, find good
teachers, and learn a lot of things. This is an apt metaphor for leaving home and going to
college that will be used to get the students to start applying lessons from Santiago’s journey to
their own lives (and to transition into the post-reading section).

Before you start reading Section 6, read the following questions to get an idea of what to focus
on as you read the novel. Once again, annotate the text as you go.

According to Santiago, what is love?

Why is the wind stronger than the desert?

Why does the wind help Santiago?

According to the Sun, what is the Soul of the World’s greatest problem?

According to Santiago, why does alchemy exist?

The alchemist tells Santiago, “No matter what he does, every person on earth plays a
central role in the history of the world. And normally he doesn’t even know it.” Why
does he say this right before they say goodbye?

7. Santiago encounters a group of refugees from tribal wars in Egypt. The leader of the
men tells Santiago of his own recurrent dream. Why didn’t the leader of the men pursue
his dream?

oOu ke wNR

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were unable to answer, work
through them together. If you see connections that others don’t, share your insights.

Activity 34: Expectation and Reflection Log

Summarize Section 6
e Describe the main action and significant events.
e Reflect on the predictions you made after reading Section 5 (What did you get right?
What surprised you?).
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Make some predictions about Santiago’s life after the novel ends.
e Do you think he'll find Fatima?
e Will they be happy together?
e Where will he live?
e Will he travel or settle down in one place?

Reflect on your reading thus far:
e |Isthe writing easy to understand or are you having difficulty? Why?
e List the location of any word, line, or passage that is hard to understand.
e Why is it important to believe in yourself?

Character Log
Add new characters to your Character Log.
Analyzing Stylistic Choices - Epilogue

This activity treats students as potential authors by prompting them to explore how Coelho
creates meaning via story structure. This parallels Analyzing Stylistic Choices — Prologue, and
can therefore be used to prompt reflection.

For this activity, consider the following questions:

e Why did Coelho choose to end the novel with an Epilogue?

e What does the Epilogue do?

e Does it create expectations about Santiago’s life after the novel ends?

e Does it leave you with questions?

e If the Epilogue was missing, how would it change your impression of the novel?

Write a paragraph in which you reflect on these questions in your Alchemist notebook.
To Be Continued...

This activity treats students as potential authors by asking them to think critically about the
ending.
For this activity, you need to reflect on the novel’s ending.

e Why does Coelho end the story with Santiago finding the treasure?

e Why not end with Santiago reuniting with Fatima at the oasis?

e Does it make sense to end the story before Santiago’s journey ends? After all, Santiago

makes it clear that his journey is not over: he plans to seek Fatima.

Write a paragraph in which you explain why you believe Coelho ends his novel the way he does.
Then, ask yourself the following: if you were tasked with rewriting the ending, what would you
change? Write a paragraph in which you describe the changes you’d make and explain the
reasons why. You might consult your final Expectation and Reflection Log entry as you compose
your response.
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Session 9: Coming Full Circle
Considering the Journey

The following activity asks students to analyze Coelho’s authorial choices as well as the
necessity and potential benefits of travel (or “leaving home”). It may be used to generate
discussion or extended to serve as an essay prompt.

Read the following passage from the novel A Hat Full of Sky by Terry Pratchett:

“Why do you go away? So that you can come back. So that you can see the place
you came from with new eyes and extra colors. And the people there see you
differently, too. Coming back to where you started is not the same as never
leaving.”

One of the ironies of Santiago’s story is that he goes on a journey to find a treasure but must
return home to receive it.

e Why do you suppose Coelho designed the story this way?

e Why couldn’t Santiago simply find his treasure and begin enjoying it?

e Consider Santiago’s journey in relation to Pratchett’s passage above. Has travel changed
Santiago?

e Does he see his home “with new eyes and extra colors”?

e Do you suppose people see him differently, too?

In groups of 3 to 5, have the students discuss the questions above and jot down answers for
each. Afterwards, facilitate a class discussion on Pratchett’s quote.

Have the students compose a Quickwrite on the importance of leaving home in order to
achieve their dreams and progress on the journey of becoming who they wish to become.
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Session 10: My Personal Legend
Describing Your Personal Legend

For their final activity with The Alchemist, the students will first reflect and describe their
personal legends in groups of 2 to 3 and then compose an essay about their personal legend.
Let the students know that this essay can be used as the foundation of their Personal Essay
when they are applying for colleges and universities.

Describing your personal legend will provide an opportunity for you to reflect on your personal
goals and to develop a stronger sense of what you need to do to achieve your dreams.

First, spend some time looking over the notes you have written for this class and notice the
patterns and themes that emerge for you. What were the discussions that interested you the
most, which TED Talk left an impression on you, who have we discussed in class or who do you
know of that you admire. What did your Interest Profiler and Do Who You Are survey reveal
about you?

In groups of 2-3, spend some time discussing what you have learned and what has made an
impression on you.

Now start writing an essay that describes Your Personal Legend. Your Personal Legend will be a
guide to your dreams and what you want to accomplish with your life. It can also be used as a
foundation for your personal statement when you are a senior and applying for college.

Writing Your Personal Legend
Essay Prompt:

The Alchemist, written by Paulo Coelho, tells the tale of a young shepherd
boy, Santiago, on a quest for hidden treasure. The journey he takes soon transforms
into his mission to pursue his Personal Legend and to understand the Soul of the World.

A personal legend is the path we decide to take that fills our heart with enthusiasm. It is
the path of our dreams that allows us to live our life with purpose, gratification,
pleasure, and fulfillment. Think about what motivates you to do well, what inspires you
to dream big, what encourages you to be your best.

Write an essay that explores your personal legend and the mission in life you are
interested in pursuing.
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KWL Chart
Topic:

Know

Wonder

Learned

What do you already
know about this topic?

What do you wonder
about this topic? Write
your questions below.

After you complete the
project, write what you
have learned?
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Ten Powerful Lessons from The Alchemist
By Paulo Coelho

1. Fear is a bigger obstacle than the obstacle itself.
2. What is “true” will always endure.

3. Break the monotony.

4. Embrace the present.

5. Your success has a ripple effect.

6. Make the decision.

7. Be unrealistic.

8. Keep getting back up.

9. Focus on your own journey.

10. Always take action.

http://paulocoelhoblog.com/2015/12/15/10-powerful-life-lessons-from-the-alchemist/

27 The Alchemist|



The Alchemist: Paulo Coelho

A Fable about Following Your Dream

Developed by Alberta Miranda
Edited by Zee Cline

TEACHER VERSION GRADE9 ‘

Reading Selection for This Module

Coelho, Paulo. The Alchemist: A Fable about Following Your Dream. London: HarperCollins,
2012. Print.

Or

PDF: http://rgi.edu.in/rgi pdf/Paulo Coelho - The Alchemist(1).pdf

PDF Prologue: https://www.goodreads.com/story/show/5704-the-prologue-from-the-
book-the-alchemist

Epub: https://archive.org/details/PauloCoelhoTheAlchemist

Audio Book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYEEKz7RkLO

Module Description

This module is being developed for use in the CAPP Mapping My Journey to College (MyJTC)
curriculum. The module is designed to help students develop their long term personal and
academic goals. The module will also help students understand why developing a sense of
purpose and working towards a specific vision of oneself is crucial. At the end of the project,
students will compose an essay in which they describe their Personal Legend and reflect on
how they might draw lessons from Santiago’s journey which apply to their own lives.

Module Background

The Alchemist is a particularly appropriate text for incoming high school freshman because it
deals with themes that are relevant to adolescence: developing an identity, the importance
of discovering one’s destiny, the anxieties provoked by new experiences, and the difficult but
necessary process of striving for one’s dreams.

Module Objectives

Drawn from the Common Core State Standards, the module targets the skill areas below.

Students will be able to
e Explain the major theme of Personal Legend as it is described in The Alchemist, and
discuss the implications of said theme in their own lives



http://rgi.edu.in/rgi_pdf/Paulo_Coelho_-_The_Alchemist(1).pdf
https://archive.org/details/PauloCoelhoTheAlchemist

¢ Analyze the way that Santiago’s experiences change him throughout the course of the
novel by citing specific passages

e Trace the way that Santiago’s choices affect both his journey and his character
development

e Think critically about the crucial role friends and mentors can play in one’s life

e Make explicit their personal and academic goals and begin to explore some of the ways
the two are connected

¢ Reflect on their development as writers and thinkers by analyzing their own “journey of
understanding” through the novel
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However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the California Academic
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Reading Rhetorically

The various activities that follow will generate many observations,
guestions, and insights. Encourage your students to record these in the
same notebook. They will need to refer to this material often as they
work their way through the module and when they begin writing their
essay.

Prereading

Getting Ready to Read

The following activity is designed to introduce some of the major
themes in the Alchemist in a way that prompts students to invest in a
stance.

After the students have completed the activity, open the floor to a
discussion in which the students share their answers with the class.
Encourage them to explain why they think the way they do.

Activity 1: Getting Ready to Read

Answer the following questions with A for Agree, D for Disagree, SA for
Strongly Agree, or SD for Strongly Disagree.

1. Earning a college degree is important to me.

2. 1won’t be happy unless | achieve my dreams.

____3.Ingeneral, the world is a scary place.

4.1 have a plan for my life.

5. If I'focus and work hard, | can learn to be good at almost
anything.

____ 6. Itry hard to stay positive when things get tough.

7. Whether my life turns out good or bad depends on fate, not my

choices.
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____8.Ingeneral, the world is a good place.

____ 9. My friends encourage me to achieve my dreams.
___10.I'like going to unfamiliar places and meeting new people.
__11.Vve always felt that | was meant to do something great.
____12. Failing is the worst thing that can happen.

Activity 2 asks students to describe their feelings about their future.

Activity 2: Projecting into the Future

For this activity, you’ll write down your feelings about growing older.
Complete the following sentences, making sure to respond honestly.
Think of these responses as “Quickwrites”: don't worry about whether
your answer is correct, just write down everything that comes to mind.

1. When I think about my future, what excites me the most is...
2. When | think about my future, what worries me the most is...
3. When | was little, | used to dream about becoming a...

After they have written on these questions, students can be asked to
share their thoughts in small groups or with the entire class.

Exploring Key Concepts

The next four activities are designed to help students enter into the
conversation on issues raised by the novel by helping them make a
connection between their individual experiences and the world of the
novel. Students will write on the three following concepts: dreams,
destiny, and taking risks. As students progress through the novel, they
will be asked to revisit these concepts.

After completing each Quickwrite students can be asked to share their
thoughts in small groups or with the entire class.

Activity 3: Exploring Dreams

The following activity will help you think about the significance of a key

concept for this novel: dreams. In the Alchemist, several of the

4 ERWC Module: The Alchemist |



characters dream of a life different from the one they are living. Some
feel driven to make their dreams a reality while others are content
simply to dream. Quickwrite for five minutes on the concept of dreams,
and on what your dreams mean to you. What are your dreams for your
life? How have your dreams changed as you h?

Keep this Quickwrite in your Alchemist notebook so that you can refer to
it later.

Activity 4: Exploring Destiny

The following activity will help you think about the significance of a key
concept for this novel: destiny. Destiny refers to the idea that a person’s
life has a greater purpose or end to fulfill. When people speak of a
person having fulfilled his or her destiny, they may use phrases like, “It
was always meant to be.” Write for a few minutes on the idea of destiny.
Consider the following questions: do you believe you have a destiny?
Imagine that you live in a universe where every person has a destiny to
fulfill. How could people who live in that universe make sure they reach
their destiny? How much would their personal choices matter?

Keep this Quickwrite in your Alchemist notebook so that you can refer to
it later.

Activity 5: Exploring Taking Risks

The following activity will help you begin to think about a key concept
for this novel: taking risks. Several times, the protagonist of the
Alchemist must choose between taking a risk or playing it safe.
Quickwrite for a few minutes on the significance of taking risks. You
might think back to a time when you took a risk. What made the choice
risky?

Keep this Quickwrite in your Alchemist notebook so that you can refer to
it later.
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Activity 6: Exploring Omens

The following activity will help you begin to think about a key concept
for this novel: omens. An omen is an object or event that you interpret
as a sign of something to come. The protagonist in the Alchemist treats
omens very seriously, often basing his decisions on the omens he
perceives. Do you ever look for “signs” or omens? Has an omen ever
influenced a decision? In a Quickwrite, reflect on the idea of omens, and
on whether you believe omens play a role in your life.

Keep this Quickwrite in your Alchemist notebook so that you can refer to

it later.
4 betermine or Understanding Key Vocabulary
clarify the meaning of
unknown and
multiple-meaning
words and phrases In Activity 7 students will work with vocabulary phrases they will
based on grades
9-10reading and encounter in the reading. Some of the phrases were chosen for specific

content, choosing
flexibly from a range of | vocabulary words and others were chosen because context makes a

strategies. . 0
J difference. Please feel free to add to and delete from this list to meet

a. Use context (e.g.,

the overall the needs of your class.

meaning of

a sentence,

paragraph, or L. .

text; a word's Activity 7: Understanding Key Vocabulary Phrases

position or

‘;Ue”nctte'ﬁze';‘ss X The following vocabulary phrases are used in the book you are about

clue to the to read.

meaning of a

word or phrase. Book 1

c. Consult general
and specialized

?ﬁéﬁéﬁé}iie ; 1. Ruins of the sacristy
college-level ; ;
dri]ctic,%a”esy 2. Taking up his crook
rnymin . .
gilgtionglries, 3. The world was huge and inexhaustible
llingual . -
dictionaries, 4. A desire that was still alive
lossaries, )
thesauruses), 1 1
g_ot_h ﬁ)rimfanéj ; 5. Recited an Our Father silently
igital, to find the . .
pr%réunciation ofa 6. It's really Irritating
wora or
determine or 7. Realize your destiny
clarify its precise
meaning, its part H
2{ ?ﬁgﬁ?h' OEF:)')&S 8. Narrow Straits
o, Verlty the. 9. To Yearn for everything
preliminary 10. Originated in the soul of the universe
determination of
the meaning of 11. Mission on earth
a word or
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phrase (e.g., by
checking the
inferred
meaning in
context or in a
dictionary).

6. Acquire and use

accurately
general
academic and
domain-specific
words and
phrases,
sufficient for
reading, writing,
speaking, and
listening at the
college and
career
readiness level;
demonstrate
independence
in gathering
vocabulary
knowledge
when
considering a
word or phrase
important to
comprehension
or expression.

12. Awed and embarrassed

13. Discovering your destiny

14. Curse the moment

15. Principle of favorability

16. Urim and Thummim

17. Feeling a bit abashed

18. He felt uneasy

19. Lamenting the fact

20. Cleanse our minds of negative thoughts
21. Moment of silence so profound

Book 2

A high commission rate

Symbols of the pilgrimage

Blessing ignored becomes a curse

It is written

Unraveled the truths

Only form of divination

Luck and coincidence

Babble of noise

Understood intuitively what he meant

W oo NOUL R WN R

[EY
o

. Without nostalgia

=
RN

. Developed a superstition

[EY
N

. Surveillance along the caravan route
. Nocturnal cold
. All things are the manifestation

[ T SN
D W

. Mania for simplifying

[EY
(9]

. Philosopher’s Stone and Elixir of Life

[EY
~N

. It's the oasis

=
[0}

. Herald a miracle

=
Yo

. Neutral territories
20. Clamored to hear his stories

Record these phrases and their definitions in your logs, leaving room
to copy the sentences in which the phrases appear in the book. Then
write answers to the following questions:
1. What does the use of these phrases in the book suggest to you
about the tone of the book?
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2. What does the use of these phrases tell you about the author’s
perspective on the issue?
3. What do they tell you about the audience of the piece?

To use this strategy, divide the class into groups and assign each group a
series of phrases (group sizes/phrase assignments may vary according to
class size and number of phrases for a given article). Each group member
is assigned a role based on the four squares: definition, definition in own
words, sentence/image, synonym & antonym. Students present their
vocabulary four squares to the class so all can understand the phrases.

Activity 8: Vocabulary 4-Square

Definition Definition in own words

Sentence/Image Synonym & Antonym

Reading -

Informational Text

5a.Analyze the use of text
features (e.g.,
graphics, headers,
captions)... CA

Surveying the Text

This activity serves to activate background knowledge and generate
questions in order to “jump start” the student’s engagement with the
story.

Activity 9: Surveying the Text

Look at your copy of the Alchemist. Write the answers to the following
guestions in your Alchemist notebook.

1. Does your text have a picture on the cover? Describe it.
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2. What does the title mean to you? Have you heard of an
alchemist before? Of alchemy? What does it make you think of?
What does the cover art imply about the story inside?

Is there a summary of the story on the back cover?

Are there comments from reviewers or critics on the cover?

Is there a biography of the author? Is there a picture?

Does the book have a foreword or an afterword?

© N o kAW

Does the book begin or end with a map? If so, what does the
map show?
9. Is the book split into chapters? Sections? Or--?

Reading the Prologue: Please note, some versions of The Alchemist do
not have a prologue. An online prologue can be found here:
https://www.scribd.com/doc/2241535/prologue-of-the-alchemist

Activity 10: Reading the Prologue

As a way of previewing the novel, read The Prologue of The Alchemist
and answer the following questions:

What stands out to you?
Based on only these paragraphs, describe the world of the book.
3. Make some predictions: What kind of story is this? What will
happen in it? Who might the characters be? What lessons might
be learned?
4. Why would the Alchemist think this ending of the story of
Narcissus was lovely?

Write your predictions down in your Alchemist notebook, along with
some reasons why you made these predictions. Discuss your responses
in small groups. Choose one response to share with the classroom.

Making Predictions and Asking Questions

Predicting and asking questions help students engage their knowledge
and experience prior to reading, set purposes for reading, and anchor
their thinking in the text. In helping students make predictions, draw
their attention to features of the text relevant to the particular genre

and rhetorical situation, and ask students to think about the character
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and identity of the writer, the nature of the audience, and the purpose
of the writing. Students can become more aware of how they form
predictions by providing evidence from the text they have surveyed.
These two activities are designed to help them keep their ideas,
guestions, and predictions organized as they read the novel. What
follows is an explanation of how each activity works.

The Expectation and Reflection Log. The Expectation Log will help you
keep track of the action of the story and the characters who appear as
the story progresses. As you may have noticed from looking through the
text, the Alchemist is divided into four sections: the Prologue, Book 1,
Book 2, and the Epilogue. You will need to write in your Expectation and
Reflection Log after you read each section. Here is a description of how
this will work:

1. Read Section 1: (Beginning to page 24; pdf 1-14; Last line is “And
he vanished around the corner of the plaza”). Once you
complete the reading, write a summary of the section. The
summary should describe the major events, the characters who
were involved, and the places where Santiago traveled. After
you've finished the summary, predict what might happen next.
Base your predictions on what you mentioned in your summary,
but don't be afraid to be creative. And don't worry about getting
the predictions right; just make some guesses based on what you
think might happen.

2. Read Section 2: 24 - 45 (end of Book 1); pdf 14 —27). When you
finish it, write a summary of the section. Once again, list all the
major events, the characters, and the places Santiago traveled.
Next, re-read the predictions you wrote after you finished
Section 1. Did any of them come true in Section 2? Write down
what you got right, and what you didn't see coming (be sure to
respond to your predictions). When you've finished doing this,
make predictions about what might happen in the Section 3.

3. Read Section 3: (49 (that’s where the text resumes) — 78; pdf 27
—44; last line is “There were just drawings, coded instructions,

and obscure texts.”). When you finish it, write a summary of the
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section. Once again, list all the major events, the characters, and
the places Santiago traveled. Next, re-read the predictions you
wrote after you finished Section 2. Did any of them come true in
Section 3? Write down what you got right, and what you didn't
see coming (be sure to respond to your predictions). When
you've finished doing this, make predictions about what might
happen in the Section 4.

Read Section 4: (78 - 107; pdf 44 — 62; last line is “The boy had
met the alchemist”). When you finish it, write a summary of the
section. Once again, list all the major events, the characters, and
the places Santiago traveled. Next, re-read the predictions you
wrote after you finished Section 3. Did any of them come true in
Section 4? Write down what you got right, and what you didn't
see coming (be sure to respond to your predictions). When
you've finished doing this, make predictions about what might
happen in the Section 5.

Read Section 5: (107 - 132; pdf 62 — 77; last line is “They
mounted their horses and rode out in the direction of the
Pyramids of Egypt”. When you finish it, write a summary of the
section. Once again, list all the major events, the characters, and
the places Santiago traveled. Next, re-read the predictions you
wrote after you finished Section 4. Did any of them come true in
Section 5? Write down what you got right, and what you didn't
see coming (be sure to respond to your predictions). When
you've finished doing this, make predictions about what might
happen in the Section 6.

Read Section 6: (132 - 161 (end); pdf 78 — 94 (end). When you
finish it, write a summary of the section. Once again, list all the
major events, the characters, and the places Santiago traveled.
Next, re-read the predictions you wrote after you finished
Section 5. Did any of them come true in Section 6? Write down
what you got right, and what you didn't see coming (be sure to
respond to your predictions).
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By the time you finish the novel, you will have a record of the thoughts
you had while you were reading it. This will be useful when you write
your essay.

The Character Log. The Character Log will help you keep track of the
many characters in the story. As you will see once you start reading,
some of the characters change as the action progresses. You will need to
keep a careful record of these changes, as they will help you understand
the story. While the Expectation and Reflection Log asks you simply to
list the characters, when filling out a Character Map you will need to
describe each character in some detail. Here is a description of what to
do every time you encounter a character in the story:

1. Write down the character’s name and the place where Santiago
meets him or her (you should also write down the page number
where the character appears in case you need to refer to it later).

2. Describe the character. If the text doesn’t provide details about
their physical appearance, write down how you picture them in
your imagination. Describe their personality. What sort of person
are they? Does the protagonist like the character? Do you?
Explain.

The Expectation and Reflection Log and the Character Log should be part
of your Alchemist notebook. Be sure to leave a few blank lines after
each entry in your Character Log so that you can add to it; several
characters go on to reappear throughout the story, either because they
come back into Santiago’s life or he remembers them and reflect on
what they taught him. When this happens, make a note of it in the Log.
By the time you finish the novel, you will have a detailed record of the
many characters in the Alchemist.

If students are completing the reading at home/in their own time,
consider having them read the questions in Reading for Understanding
before they read the section.
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Reading (Section One: beginning to page 24; pdf 1-14; Last line is “And he

vanished around the corner of the plaza”)

Section 1: The theme for this section is trusting your dreams. We meet Santiago and learn
that he was supposed to be a priest but chose to become a shepherd, and that he’s been
dreaming about a treasure. He has his dream interpreted and meets an old man who claims
to be the king of Salem, and who tells the boy that he will reveal the location of the treasure
in exchange for a tenth of Santiago’s flock.

Reading for Understanding

The reading process involves using the knowledge developed during
prereading to understand the text and to confirm, refine, or refute the
predictions that the reader has made about the text. Additionally,
readers will be asked to reflect on the questions asked before the
reading to aid in deeper comprehension.

Activity 11: Reading for Understanding — Section 1

Before you start reading the novel, read the following questions to get
an idea of what to focus on as you read section 1. As you read the book,
mark the text when you find something that may help you answer one
of the questions. You can mark the text by underlining or highlighting
relevant lines or by making notes in the margins. If you don’t want to
write in your book, you can use sticky notes.

1. What is the significance of Santiago falling asleep in an
abandoned church? Do you think there is a connection between
this and his decision to become a shepherd instead of a priest?

2. Why does Santiago think to himself, “I couldn’t have found God
in the seminary”? What does being a shepherd make possible
that staying in the seminary did not?

3. According to the old man, what is the world’s greatest lie?
According to the old man, why do people abandon their dreams?
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Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were
unable to answer, work through them together. If you see connections
that others don’t, share your insights.

Activity 12: Expectation and Reflection Log

Read all your notes, including any annotations you made in the book.
Summarize section 1, being sure to include a brief description of the
world in the novel (what sort of place is Andalusia? What time does the
story seem to be set in, and how can you tell?) as well as the main
action. After you write your summary, make some predictions. What do
you think Santiago will do? What will the king do? Don’t worry about
getting things right; just make predictions based on what you’ve read so
far. Finally, write 1-2 sentences reflecting (thinking back) on your
reading experience so far. Is the writing easy to understand or are you
having difficulty? List the location of any word, line, or passage that is
hard to understand.

Activity 13: Character Log

Completing a chart like the one below will help you keep track of the

characters in the novel. Copy the table into your own notes and fill it

out. As more characters appear, add them to the list. If characters re-
appear in later sections, add the page number

Character Page # where | General description (include details

name(s) they appear about their appearance and their
personality)

Santiago

Gypsy

woman

Old Man/

King of Salem

Annotating and Questioning the Text

Annotating and questioning the text asks students to read the text and
indicate graphically the main ideas, key arguments, and support the
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text says explicitly as
well as inferences
drawn from the text.

2. Determine a central
idea of a text and
analyze its
development over
the course of the
text, including its
relationship to
supporting ideas;...

Grades 9-10

Reading -
Informational Text

2. Determine a
central idea of a
text and analyze its
development over
the course of the
text, including how
it emerges and is
shaped and refined
by specific
details;...

author uses. This also allows students to respond to the text from a
personal point of view and helps them to understand the writing.

Activity 14: Annotating and Questioning the Text

React to the text by highlighting, underlining, and making notes. You
can make note of when you:

e Agree

e Disagree

e Have a question

e Have a comment

e Have any sort of reaction (This might mean feeling surprised,

shocked, confused, or interested.)

Reading —
Informational Text

4. Determine the
meaning of words
and phrases as they
are used in a text,
including figurative,
connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze the
cumulative impact of
specific word
choices on meaning
and tone (e.g., how
the language of a
court opinion differs
from that of a
newspaper).

Language

3. Apply knowledge of
language to understand
how language
functions in different
contexts, to make
effective choices for
meaning or style, and
to comprehend more
fully when reading or
listening.

5. Demonstrate
understanding of
figurative language,
word relationships, and
nuances in word
meanings.

a. Interpret figures of
speech (e.g.,
euphemism,
oxymoron) in context

Analyzing Stylistic Choices

This activity treats students as potential authors by prompting them to
explore how Coelho creates meaning via story structure.

Activity 15: Analyzing Stylistic Choices

For this activity, compose a Quickwrite in which you answer some (or
all) of the following questions: why did Coelho choose to start the novel
with a Prologue? You might begin to answer this question by asking
yourself, “What does the Prologue do?” Typically, the beginning of the
story will perform several functions, including establishing the setting,
introducing characters or issues, and inviting the reader to make
predictions about possible themes. Does the Prologue do this? Is that
why Coelho includes it? If you stopped reading after the Prologue, what
would you think the novel was about? If the Prologue was missing, how
would it change your impression of the novel?

The following activity asks students to consider the “implied author” of
the text. This is a concept introduced in Wayne Booth’s seminal work,
The Rhetoric of Fiction. The implied author is an ethos, or “second self”
that an author creates when he or she composes a story. It is not
necessarily the same as the author or the narrator; it is a persona
constructed for a specific text and audience. Once students begin to
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consider the implied author of a text, they can begin to question how an
ethos is created, and why.

Activity 16: Regarding the Author

Consider what you’ve read so far, and answer the following questions
about the author of the Alchemist, Paulo Coelho.

1. What kind of person is Coelho? Just going by what you’ve read of
his story, what do you think is he is like?

2. What do you think Coelho looks like? What sorts of clothing does
he like to wear?

3. Do you trust the author? A lot? Just a little? Why?

4. How close do you think Coelho is to Santiago? Do they have
similar personalities? Similar dreams? Explain.

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were
unable to answer, work through them together. If you see connections

that others don’t, share your insights.

Reading (Section Two: 24 - 45 (end of Book 1); pdf 14 —27)

Section 2: This section really demonstrates the importance of a positive attitude. The boy
decides to trust the king, learns that his treasure is at the Pyramids of Egypt, and leaves for
Africa. Upon arriving in Africa he is promptly scammed out of his money because he trusts
the wrong person. At first he is depressed (who wouldn’t be!) but remembers the advice of
the king. This helps him readjust his attitude and he manages to secure a job — which he
claims to need so that he can buy sheep. This ends Book 1.

Reading for Understanding

The reading process involves using the knowledge developed during
prereading to understand the text and to confirm, refine, or refute the
predictions that the reader has made about the text. Additionally,
readers will be asked to reflect on the questions asked before the
reading to aid in deeper comprehension.

Activity 17: Reading for Understanding — Section 2

Before you start reading Section 2, read the following questions to get
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an idea of what to focus on as you read the novel. Once again, annotate
the text as you go.

1. How does the levanter affect Santiago’s decision?

2. What is the “principle of favorability”? Have you ever seen this
concept enacted in your own life?

3. How does being robbed make Santiago feel about his life? Find a
specific passage where he describes his feelings.

4. What does remembering the king’s words and using Urim and
Thummim affect Santiago’s mood? Why is it that now, when he
looks around the empty market, he thinks, “This isn’t a strange
place, it's a new one”? He’s still in the same situation but
something has changed. What changed?

5. What does the crystal merchant tell Santiago about traveling to
Egypt? How does this make Santiago feel?

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were
unable to answer, work through them together. If you see connections
that others don’t, share your insights.

Activity 18: Expectation and Reflection Log

Read all your notes, including any annotations you made in the book.
Summarize section 2, being sure both to describe the action and reflect
on the predictions you made after reading Section 1 (what did you get
right? What surprised you?). After you write your summary, make some
predictions. What do you think Santiago will do now? Will he get to the
Pyramids? Can he truly trust the crystal merchant? Don’t worry about
getting things right; just make predictions based on what you’ve read so
far.

Activity 19: Character Log

Add new characters to your Character Log.

Annotating and Questioning the Text

Annotating and questioning the text asks students to read the text and
indicate graphically the main ideas, key arguments, and support the
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text says explicitly as
well as inferences
drawn from the text.

2. Determine a central
idea of a text and
analyze its
development over
the course of the
text, including its
relationship to
supporting ideas;...

Grades 9-10

Reading -
Informational Text

2. Determine a
central idea of a
text and analyze its
development over
the course of the
text, including how
it emerges and is
shaped and refined
by specific
details;...

author uses. This also allows students to respond to the text from a
personal point of view and helps them to understand the writing.

Activity 20: Annotating and Questioning the Text

React to the text by highlighting, underlining, and making notes. You
can make note of when you:

e Agree

e Disagree

e Have a question

e Have a comment

e Have any sort of reaction (This might mean feeling surprised,

shocked, confused, or interested.)

Reading —
Informational Text

4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are
used in a text,
including figurative,
connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific
word choices on
meaning and tone
(e.g., how the
language of a court
opinion differs from
that of a newspaper).

Noticing Language

This activity asks students to reflect on the idea of “language without
words” This is an abstract concept that reappears throughout the novel.
Students may struggle to decipher the significance of the concept; this
activity is designed to help them think about it in concrete terms. If your
students have difficulty with this activity, consider having them fill out a
KWL chart as a way of organizing their ideas.

Activity 21: Language Without Words

Santiago meets a candy merchant in the market. After their encounter,
the text tells us, “There must be a language that doesn’t depend on
words, the boy thought. I've already had that experience with my sheep,
and now it’s happening with people.” Go over the passages detailing the
boy’s interaction with the candy merchant and find places where they
“communicated” without words. Look closely at Santiago’s actions
towards the candy merchant. How do you think the candy merchant
feels towards Santiago? How do you know? Can you think of a time
when you communicated without using words? Answer these questions
in a Quickwrite.

Reading —
Informational Text

Analyzing Stylistic Choices
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This activity allows students to practice their critical thinking regarding
visual images using the map of Santiago’s journey. They will perform a
two-part analysis: a syntagmatic analysis which focuses solely on the
image’s surface level; and a paradigmatic analysis which asks them to
explore the image’s deeper levels. During the syntagmatic analysis
students must observe the explicit features in the map but draw no
conclusions about their meaning. During the paradigmatic analysis, they
can be prompted to speculate about the significance of each element.

If your copy of The Alchemist does not have a map or if you are using
the PDF version, a copy of the map can be found here:
http://plattonline.com/studentwork/conde_dedeyla/pages/map.html

Activity 22: Exploring the Map

Look closely at the map of Santiago’s journey. So far, you have read
about Santiago in at least two of the locations reflected in the map. Find
those and write down everything you see (no detail is too small!). Once
you have a list of the visual details, go over the list and ask yourself what
each element might mean. Why did the artist include those specific
details? What events do the details describe? If you were designing a
map for the novel, what would you add to the map? Why? Share your
responses with your group.

Reading (Section Three: 49 (that’s where the text resumes) — 78; pdf 27 — 44;
last line is “There were just drawings, coded instructions, and obscure texts.”)

Section 3: There are a couple of significant themes here. First, the importance of taking risks
and trying something new: the boy helps the crystal merchant improve his business by
changing things up and it pays off. Next, the importance of pursuing your dreams and not
getting sidetracked: the boy makes enough money to buy more sheep and return to Spain but
he learns that the crystal merchant also had a dream —to travel to Mecca — but no longer seeks
to achieve it because he’d rather have the fantasy than try for the real thing (and potentially
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be disappointed). The boy decides to pursue his dream and joins a caravan that is heading

through the desert.

Reading for Understanding

The reading process involves using the knowledge developed during
prereading to understand the text and to confirm, refine, or refute the
predictions that the reader has made about the text. Additionally,
readers will be asked to reflect on the questions asked before the
reading to aid in deeper comprehension.

Activity 23: Reading for Understanding — Section 3

Before you start reading Section 3, read the following questions to get
an idea of what to focus on as you read the novel. Once again, annotate
the text as you go.

1. How does Santiago help the crystal merchant improve his store?

2. What was the crystal merchant’s dream? Why doesn’t he pursue
it?

3. Explain what the crystal merchant means when he says, “Today, |
understand something | didn’t see before: every blessing ignored
becomes a curse.”

4. What does “Maktub” mean?

5. What is the Englishman’s dream?

6. What does Santiago mean when he thinks, “Making a decision
was only the beginning of things”?

7. What did the camel driver learn from experiencing a disaster?

Share your answers with your group. If there are questions you were
unable to answer, work through them together. If you see connections
that others don’t, share your insights.

Activity 24: Expectation and Reflection Log

Read all your notes, including any annotations you made in the book.
Summarize section 3, being sure both to describe the action and reflect
on the predictions you made after reading Section 2 (what did you get
right? What surprised you?). After you write your summary, make some
predictions. Don’t worry abou