
CSU 101: 
Introduction to the 
CSU for New High 
School Counselors
Presented by:
Various CSU Campuses



AGENDA

1. What is the CSU and Benefits of Attending a CSU

2. Admission Requirements and Impaction

3. Do's & Don'ts for the CSU Application Process

4. Counselor Resources

5. Question & Answer

San Jose State



We Are 23 Strong



Hands on approach
Focused on Job Placement

Outstanding accessible faculty
Moderate size classrooms

Extensive academic and student 
support services

Many majors offered
Accessible 
Diversity

Affordable

Benefits of the CSU
Chico State



WHAT CAN A STUDENT STUDY AT A CSU?

Animation/Illustration
Architecture

Aviation
Business/E-Business

Cinema Television Arts/Film
Cybersecurity
Dairy Science

Education
Engineering (Various)

E-Sports
Fire Protection Administration

Forensic Science
Global Intelligence and National Security

Hotel Restaurant Management
Interior Design

Kinesiology/Sports Management
Music Industry & Tech.

Nursing
Physician Assistant

Water Resource Management
And thousands of others….



Life at the CSU

On-Campus Housing
Associated Student 

Government
Study Abroad Programs

Clubs/Student Organizations
Costs/Financial Aid

Community Service Learning
Leadership Development 

Programs
Campus Job Opportunities

Sports and Activities
Student Support Programs

CSU Long Beach



Campus Resources

Academic Advising
Writing Center 
Career Center

Tutoring Center 
Study Abroad Programs

Counseling & Psychological 
Services 

Various Student Cultural 
Centers

Leadership Development 
Programs

Wellness Center
Veteran & Military Services
Disability Student Services 

Food Pantry 

CSU Northridge



Division Athletics

NCAA 
Division I:

Fresno
San Diego

Sacramento State

Division II:
San Marcos

Chico
Cal Poly Pomona

NAIA
Maritime

The CSU competes in many 
levels of division athletics 
including NCAA I & II and 

NAIA

Fresno State



Living on Campus

The Benefits of Living on 
Campus:

Convenience 
Specialized Communities

Academic Support
 Social Life

Sonoma State



Freshmen 
Admission 

Requirements

10



Fall 2023 Freshmen Eligibility

●Test FREE Admissions
●High school graduate or equivalent
●Complete the 15-unit “a-g” college 
preparatory courses
●Earn qualifying “a-g” grade point 
average (GPA)

○CA Residents: 2.5 or greater
○Between 2.0 & 2.49 may be 
evaluated based on supplemental 
factors

11

Area Subject Years
a. History and Social Science 2
b. English 4
c. Mathematics 3
d. Laboratory Science 2
e. Language Other Than English 2
f. Visual and Performing Arts 1
g. College Preparatory Elective or 

an additional course from a-f
1

 Total Required Courses 15



Multi-Factor Admission 
Score

Primary Factors

• GPA in all completed a-g courses (courses 
after 9th grade – 11th grade)

• GPA and courses taken in subjects relevant to 
selected major

• Number of academic courses beyond the 
minimum a-g requirements

San Jose State

Secondary Supplemental Factors

• Location of high school and educational 
opportunities available (free & reduced 
lunch, CCPI, Other)

• Student attributes: First generation, Low 
income, Foster youth, Military service

• Activities/Engagement outside of school: 
Extracurricular activities, Work/Volunteer 
experience, Leadership roles



Educational Programs & Work Experience



What is Impaction?

When a campus receives a greater number 
of applications from  eligible students but 
not enough spaces to offer admission for 
all of those eligible students. Therefore, 
meeting the minimum requirements may 

not be enough to gain admission to a CSU

San Jose State



Impacted At Freshmen Level and Major

Fresno State

Cal State Fullerton

Cal State Long Beach

Cal State Los Angeles

San Diego State

San Jose State

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

All undergraduate programs, pre-programs, and 
undeclared/undecided programs are impacted



Impacted at Freshmen Level

CSU Northridge

Cal Poly Pomona

Sacramento State

CSU San Bernardino

CSU San Marcos

CSU San Bernardino

Impacted at the freshmen level, local 
admission area taken into account



Non-Impacted Campuses
CSU Bakersfield

CSU Chico
CSU Channel Islands
CSU Dominguez Hills

East Bay
Cal Poly Humboldt
Maritime Academy

Monterey Bay
San Francisco State   

Sonoma State
CSU Stanislaus 

Cal Poly Humboldt

Campuses accept all eligible applicants who 
meet minimum CSU Admission 
Requirements. Please note some campuses 
may have impacted programs.



Transfer Options
• Transfer to the CSU: https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/transfer
• A Degree with a Guarantee (ADT): https://adegreewithaguarantee.com/en-us/
• Associate Degree for Transfer Major & Campus Search: 

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/Pages/associate-degree-for-transfer-major-and-campus-search.aspx

Cal Maritime 

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/transfer
https://adegreewithaguarantee.com/en-us/
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/Pages/associate-degree-for-transfer-major-and-campus-search.aspx


Transfer Success 
Pathways

19

●Offered in May 2023
●Eligible: First-time freshman 
entering a community college
●Agreement with one CSU 
campus required 

New for Fall 
2023



Application Period: October 1st – November 30th



San Diego State

Cal State Apply
Top 5 Do’s and Don’ts 

for Filling Out Your 
Freshman Application



Self reported information 
is important

Majority of CSU’s base their admission 
decisions from self reported 
information.

Coursework is used for placement for 
Math and English in accordance with 
CSU Math/English Placement (EO 
1110).

CSU Channel Islands



Students Must Check Their Portal

•Admission Status is via campus Portal
•Majority of communication from the CSU campuses is via email
•Create a separate email address that students and parents can both check.



What to expect from the CSU admissions process



Counselor Resources
https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/counselor-resources/Pages/default.aspx







https://www.calstate.edu/apply/choosing-a-campus/Pages/campus-events.aspx

https://www.calstate.edu/apply/choosing-a-campus/Pages/campus-events.aspx


Receive Monthly Updates- Sign Up For Our Newsletter

http://counselors.calstate.edu/inquiryform 

http://counselors.calstate.edu/inquiryform


QUESTIONS?
Drew Agbay

San Jose State University
alejandro.agbay@sjsu.edu

Evelyn Daliwan
CSU Long Beach

Evelyn.Daliwan@csulb.edu

Melissa Furlong
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

mfurlong@calpoly.edu

Gigi McGuire
CSU Northridge

gigi.mcguire@csun.edu

Ginger Reyes
CSU Office of the Chancellor

greyes@calstate.edu

Darius Riggins
CSU Bakersfield

driggins@csub.edu

mailto:alejandro.agbay@sjsu.edu
mailto:Evelyn.Daliwan@csulb.edu
mailto:mfurlong@calpoly.edu
mailto:gigi.mcguire@csun.edu
mailto:greyes@calstate.edu
mailto:driggins@csub.edu
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