
Dear Chancellor’s Office Colleagues, 

As many of you may know, Dr. Loren Blanchard will be leaving the CSU to assume the presidency of the University of  
Houston-Downtown. To say that Dr. Blanchard will be missed is a gross understatement. Under his bold and visionary  
leadership, the CSU has successfully advanced an ambitious agenda that has prioritized student success and holistic support 
services, faculty development, high-quality academic programs and operational efficiencies. The CSU’s student-success  
measures are at all-time highs on every front, thanks in no small part to Dr. Blanchard’s skilled and dedicated work.

At the same time we are saddened to bid farewell to Dr. Blanchard, we are thrilled for him at this exciting and well-deserved 
professional opportunity. We will thank Dr. Blanchard and celebrate his tenure at the upcoming Board of Trustees meeting and 
other events, and we congratulate him and wish him all the best in his life’s next chapter.

Of course, our work on behalf of our talented and dedicated students continues. To that end, I am pleased to announce that 
Dr. Fred E. Wood has accepted the position of interim executive vice chancellor of Academic and Student Affairs, pending 
compensation approval by the board at next week’s meeting. He will start February 15, 2021 and will serve in this role as we 
conduct a nationwide search for a new executive vice chancellor – a search that is expected to take approximately six months.

I’ve known Dr. Wood for more than a decade, having first met him while serving together on a systemwide committee within 
the University of California system. I know him to be an exceptionally talented, student-focused leader who understands  
firsthand the needs of provosts, vice presidents of student affairs, and presidents within a large and complex public higher  
education system. Perhaps most important, Dr. Wood – a proud first-generation college graduate – is wholeheartedly  
committed to student success and equity in all its dimensions.

Trained as a chemist with a Ph.D. in inorganic chemistry from UC Davis, Dr. Wood most recently served with distinction 
as chancellor of the Contra Costa Community College District, with nearly 52,000 students and 3,600 employees across 
three college campuses. He retired from that position in 2019. Prior to that, Dr. Wood served as chancellor of the University 
of Minnesota, Crookston, with direct oversight of the areas of academic affairs, admissions, budget and finance, and student 
affairs, among other areas. 

Between 1997 and 2012, UC Davis was Dr. Wood’s professional home. There, he began as coordinator of and then chair of 
two academic departments, was named associate dean of the College of Letters and Science, and then interim vice provost of 
Undergraduate Studies. For the last five years of his long and impressive tenure at Davis, he served as vice chancellor for Stu-
dent Affairs, responsible for the strategic planning and leadership of a wide range of critical areas such as enrollment services, 
academic support services, and student-centered research and analysis. 

I am delighted that the California State University and our students, faculty and staff will benefit from the breadth and depth 
of Dr. Wood’s expertise and experience, as well as from his demonstrated commitment to student success and matters of equity. 
And I am certain he will be appreciative of your skilled, dedicated and collegial support when he joins the Chancellor’s Office 
team on February 15.

As always, take care, be safe and stay healthy – and thank you for everything that you do for our university and our students.

Warm regards,

Joseph I. Castro 
Chancellor


