DON EDEN GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD
2020 REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS
www.calstate.edu/csuperb

Important Dates and Information:
RFN Release Date:
August 14, 2018
Nomination
Deadline:
Monday, September 16, 2019 before 5:00 p.m. pacific time
Award Announcement:
At CSU Biotechnology Symposium, January 16-18, 2020
Maximum Award Amount: $1,750 ($750 cash prize and travel reimbursement up to $1,000)
Award Description:
The Don Eden Graduate Student Research Award fosters excellence in graduate student research
throughout the California State University (CSU) system in biotechnology, covering a broad range of
topics in cellular, molecular, chemical and physical studies of the life sciences. The award is designed
to recognize and promote successful scientific communication to general audiences, to celebrate the
work of outstanding graduate student researchers, and to highlight the pioneering work of collaborative
faculty-student research groups.
This award honors Professor Don Eden (San Francisco State University) who held his students,
colleagues and himself to the highest standards of excellence in research. In 1998 Professor Eden
received the CSUPERB Faculty Research Award and was a tireless participant in CSUPERB
governance from that time until his death in 2000. Professor Eden's own research was in biophysics
and physical biochemistry, therefore, nomination of students using these approaches is particularly
encouraged.
The Eden Award competition is held at the annual CSU Biotechnology Symposium (January 16-18,
2020). The maximum Eden Award is $1,750 and is awarded as both a cash prize and a travel
allowance to attend a professional meeting.
Eden Award Eligibility:
 The Eden Award program is open to any CSU student engaged in master's level biotechnologyrelated research or in the first two years of a doctoral biotechnology-related program. However,
previous Eden Award Finalists are not eligible for this year’s competition.
 The research project presented must be biotechnology-related. CSUPERB accepts nominations
from students in all biotechnology-related disciplines, including but not limited to life science,
physical science, clinical science, math, computer science, agricultural science, engineering,
and/or business.
 Eden Award nominees must be listed as a presenting author on a poster abstract submitted by
a CSU faculty advisor and subsequently accepted at the 32nd Annual CSU Biotechnology
Symposium.
 Eden Award nominees must attend the entire annual CSU Biotechnology Symposium (January
16-18, 2020) in Santa Clara, California, to compete in the award competition. Competition
activities will begin during the afternoon/evening of Thursday, January 16 and conclude during
the awards banquet on Saturday, January 18.
Eden Award Selection Criteria:
 Quality of Poster Abstract. The research project presented must be original and innovative;
literature reviews alone are not acceptable.
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Quality of Essay. Student nominees must write an essay describing the impact the research
project (described in the poster abstract) will have on that specific research field, what "integrity
in research" means to the nominee, what the nominee’s career goals are, and how the research
described in the poster abstract impacts those career goals. Because the Eden Award includes
a travel allowance, the essay should also provide details about the national or international
meeting the nominee plans to attend, if he/she wins the Eden Award. Explain why that particular
meeting would be an appropriate setting in which to present your research project.



Nomination Letter from Faculty Advisor. A faculty advisor must submit a signed nomination
letter with the nomination package. This letter should provide a fair and objective assessment of
the student's academic achievements and research abilities.



Quality of Poster and Interview. Nominees’ posters will be judged based on the quality of the
work presented, clarity of the data analysis, and ease of viewing. Students will also be judged
on his/her ability to answer questions during a poster interview at the 32nd Annual CSU
Biotechnology Symposium.



Quality of Short Talk. Nominees will give a 10-minute talk during the awards session at the 32nd
Annual CSU Biotechnology Symposium, followed by 5 minutes for questions and answers (15
minutes total). The talk will be judged based on the nominee’s ability to effectively communicate
why the project is scientifically interesting to a general audience, to clearly present research
methods, results and conclusions, to handle questions from the audience, to adhere to the time
limit, and to prepare easy-to-read slides.

Nomination Instructions:
NOMINATION DEADLINE is Monday, September 16, 2019, before 5:00 p.m. pacific time.





Eden nominations must be submitted at the same time and as part of the annual CSU
Biotechnology Symposium poster abstract submission process using the CSYou system
(http://www.csuperb.org/symposium/poster-info/).
Eden nominees should be listed as a presenting author on a poster abstract submitted by a
faculty advisor to the annual CSU Biotechnology Symposium. CSU faculty members submit
abstracts using the CSYou poster abstract submission system. If the poster abstract selection
committee does not accept the poster abstract submitted, students will not be eligible for the
Eden Award. Please pay close attention to the CSUPERB poster abstract selection criteria.
Complete nomination packages (see below) must be submitted by the deadline. Supporting
Eden nomination documents must be submitted in either Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF format.

A complete Eden Award nomination package includes all of the following (submitted by faculty mentor
using the online CSYou poster abstract submission system):
 Poster abstract, submitted to the CSU Biotechnology Symposium
 Signed faculty advisor nomination letter (limit 2 pages) on campus letterhead
 Student essay (limit 2 pages)
Award Selection Process:
Nominations that are complete and meet eligibility requirements will be reviewed and evaluated by a
panel comprised of CSU faculty, administrators and the Eden family. Up to one award will be made
each year.



The CSUPERB program office will evaluate nominations for completeness and eligibility.
Qualified nominations will be forwarded to the selection committee.
The selection committee will make decisions based on the quality of research described in the
poster abstract, nominee’s essay, and the nomination letter from a faculty mentor. Up to five
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Finalists will be selected. Nominees not selected as Finalists will be recognized during the
poster sessions.
Finalists will be further evaluated based on their short talk and poster interview during the
symposium.
The award recipient will be announced and honored during the awards dinner at the
symposium.

The Eden Award:
An award of $750 will be made in the form of a cash prize issued as a check from San Diego State
University to the awardee and sent via U.S. Mail.
The remainder (maximum up to $1000) will be available to reimburse awardee’s expenses incurred
travelling to and from a national or international scientific meeting to present the award-winning research
project. Student awardee must be an enrolled CSU student (not yet graduated) or a CSU employee at
the time the educational and travel funds are used so that the expenses can be reimbursed.
Program Contacts:
Submission questions:
csuperb@sdsu.edu
Phone: 619-594-2822
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Program and nomination questions:
James Schmitt
Program Administrator, CSUPERB
jcschmitt@sdsu.edu
619-594-5299

Susan Baxter
Executive Director, CSUPERB
sbaxter@sdsu.edu
619-594-2822
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