


Steve Blumenshine;  CSU-WATER

Thailand (2006)

Germany (2021)

• 2 Fulbrights (15 years apart)
• 6 Review panels 

• Region, Subject, Student, Foreign Scholar
• Overview paper; Fulbright Chronicles
• 3 Fulbright symposia for CSU-Fresno
• Engagement with CSU-International Programs

https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/


Get paid to travel!   Make new friends!

https://www.blogger.com/


Bring the fam!!

Animal Science
Cal-Poly



Thailand:  1 Uni;  6 months

Germany:  2 Unis;  1 Gov’t Res Center
     2.5 months  (+ 1 wk in Switzerland)

How to get started??

• Plan in conjunction with a sabbatical (or DIP); 
    Timing?   Provide Options A,B

• Seek backup funding 
     (e.g. hosts get a free researcher/teacher)

• Network!!  Especially at conferences, 
      so sharpen your marketing & PR game

• Sell yourself & your skills in the proposal
    (what are your top 5 noteworthy accomplishments?)

• Pick your country carefully!  Program 
managers will not tell you acceptance rates!



1) Invitation Letter(s)

2) Reference Letter(s); Internal / External

Why Germany? 
This project was primarily motivated by invited opportunities 
created by the CSU System (23 campuses) Vice Chancellor for 
Research (Dr. Ramen) to foster climate change related 
collaborations.  This started with a July 2018 climate change 
webinar among CSU researchers.  Dr. Ramen then extended an 
invitation to give a presentation to a visiting delegation from 
Baden-Württemberg, which has a formal partnership with the 
state of California and the CSU System.  This delegation was 
lead by Theresia Bauer, the Minister of Science, Research and 
Arts (Sept. 2018).  One of the questions I received after my 
presentation (I believe it was from the President of the 
University of Hohenheim) was whether my research would be 
applicable to the issues with whitefish in Lake Constance, which 
led me to discover SeeWandel.  The partner institutions of this 
proposal are all based in Baden-Württemberg.  I have prior 
experience with inter-institutional partnerships, including in 
China, Thailand, and Münster, Germany, a ‘sister city’ of 
Fresno.  On a personal note, my paternal family origins are in 
Baden-Württemberg.  I’m fortunate to have a family history 
from this region back to the late 1500’s.

3)  Proposal:  Project + You!!  (make it a bit personal)



• What are the gaps that I can fill?  
• What can I offer as a ‘free’ researcher?



Reviewer perspective

• Is the project feasible / tractable?
      -Base/host;  research foci

• Can YOU + hosts/collaborators do the project?

• Benefits to hosts + home institution
        (teaching / research)

Willing to share most recent Fulbright proposal;  
 request to sblumens@csufresno.edu

• ‘How to gain a competitive edge in grant writing’  
(Nature; 16 Sept 2022)

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-02958-4?WT.ec_id=NATURE-202209&sap-outbound-id=00030FF171726BC0790721011C787A4F542D76A4

