


Drought Regulations
 California’s water supply is at historically low levels after four consecutive years of 

drought. 

 April 2015, Governor Jerry Brown ordered a 25 percent statewide reduction in 
urban water use. 

 May 2015, the State Water Resources Control Board mandated the City of San Diego 
to conserve 16 percent between June 1, 2015, and February 13, 2016. 

Archived maps by the U.S. Drought Monitor show drought levels at the end of July for each year since 2011.
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The City imports approximately 80% to 90% of its water. Our water supply is a blend from the Colorado River, State Water Project, and local sources. 

The quickest and most effective way to lower water use is to reduce outdoor irrigation. 

the State Water Resources Control Board adopted emergency statewide regulations that took into account previous citywide water conservation efforts. 

The City as a whole needed to reduce water use by 16 percent as a result of a state mandate in response to California drought conditions.
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Making Adjustments
 In City parks:

 Hundreds of sprinkler heads were replaced with water-efficient nozzles,

 Irrigation was stopped at dog parks, and more drought-tolerant landscaping is being planted. 

 Toilets replaced with water-efficient models, 

 Self-closing drinking fountains and sinks have been installed in City facilities.

 Outdoor irrigation during a 48 hour period following measurable precipitation is prohibited. 

 Measurable precipitation is defined as 1/8” or 0.125 of an inch of rain.
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The City complies with all water use restrictions. 

Staff must monitor Park sites to determine if measurable precipitation was received.  Showers could be isolated.




Turf Designation Project

 Active Turf (3X/week)

 Athletic Fields, historically designated areas, high-tourism 
areas, and special community spaces.

 Passive Turf (2x/week)

 Well utilized areas around picnic areas, playgrounds, and 
athletic fields.

 Ornamental Turf (Turn off)

 Under-utilized areas and slopes, preferably bordered by 
hardscape and/or fence line.
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Three tiered turf Irrigation reduction

Active turf: No change to irrigation 

Passive: Department reduced irrigation from 3x week to 2x week. Turf may seem stressed but alive.

Ornamental: Strips of turf adjacent to public rights of way or buildings and other nonessential turf.
	-Dog off-leash areas eliminated water except as needed to preserve trees
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Water Consumption in HCF
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HCF –Hundred Cubic Feet



Water Consumption in HCF
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Adjusted California Irrigation Management 
Information System (CIMIS) Data Department 
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January 120,970      111,292      51.42% 58,770           
February 141,423      130,110      44.15% 78,985           
March 201,032      184,949      -                 
April 269,406      247,853      -                 
May 296,288      272,585      -                 
June 311,482      286,564      -                 
July 330,767      304,306      -                 
August 326,676      300,542      -                 
September 253,043      232,799      -                 
October 208,044      191,401      -                 
November 139,670      128,497      -                 
December 118,632      109,141      -                 
Grand Total 2,717,434  2,500,039  47.78% 137,755         
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The California Irrigation Management Information System (CIMIS) is a program unit in the Water Use and Efficiency Branch, Division of Statewide Integrated Water Management, California Department of Water Resources (DWR) that manages a network of over 145 automated weather stations in California. CIMIS was developed in 1982 by DWR and the University of California, Davis (UC Davis). It was designed to assist irrigators in managing their water resources more efficiently. Efficient use of water resources benefits Californians by saving water, energy, and money. 



Percentage of Water Saved



Water Savings Summary

 For the Governors Mandate* the Department saved:

 •833,421 HCF’s (1 HCF = 748 Gallons)

 •623,398,908 Gallons

 •1,913 Acre Feet of Water (1 ACF = 325,851 Gallons) 

*According to the San Diego County Water Authority the average San Diegan uses 150 gallons of water per day

** ACF covers a football field one foot deep 

Which is enough water too:
*Provide 4,155,992 San Diegans 
with one day’s worth of water*

**Fill 190 football fields ten feet 
high with water**
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Our water saving accomplishments as a Department has been a great example to the rest of the City. It is important that the Department continues to be proactive in conserving water.




Irrigation Savings Reinvested

 Drought tolerant plantings

 Smart controllers

 Irrigation head replacements 

 irrigation renovations

 Fertilization for athletic fields



Questions
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